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Hands across the Border in Yarrawonga 2017 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
  



 
Extra supplies for thirsty Masons! 

 
 
 
 



FROM THE GZ 
 

MESSAGE 
 

Thank you for taking the time to read this message 
at what promises to be a very busy year. 
 
Relief for those devastated by natural disaster is a 
concern to us all.  Following, the recent 
devastation within this jurisdiction and the ongoing 
effect of drought and flood in the far reaches of 
the jurisdiction I have decided that we as an Order 
should help and extend the right hand of 
friendship.  
 
I am conscious of the demands made on Masons 
for charity with an ever-shrinking membership 
being requested to give more to compensate.  
Despite this I believe this Order should do 
something to assist the less fortunate struck by 
these natural disasters here on our own doorstep.  
I have therefore decided that we as an Order 
should raise sufficient funds to buy a semi-trailer 
load of hay to be distributed to those most in need.   
 
The cost of a large bale of hay is $100 and I am 
appealing to Chapters and individuals to answer 
this call.  The AGS’s and DGIW’s will be promoting 
this more from now on.  To start the appeal Janelle 
and I will make the first donation of $100 and “Buy 
a Bale.”  I look forward to Chapters and individual 
Companions joining us in this venture.  I have been 
assured by Rural Aid that we will be fully 
accredited with this gesture on their webpage and 
social media as well as having ample signage 
attached to the semi-trailer as it undertakes its 
mission for the public to see. 
 
Next month I am committed to attending the 
Grand Installations of Victoria and Tasmania before 
leaving in May to attend the Grand Communication 
of the Grand Lodge of Mark Master Masons of 
England as well as the United Grand Lodge of 
England’s June Communication the next day.   
 
By now most of you would have had the 
opportunity of viewing the changes made to the 
auditorium at Petersham.  I am pleased with the 
result which have been achieved with no loss of 
capital reserves and only a modest rise in the 
Capitation fee of $2 for this year.  Hard fiscal 
decisions have had to be made but the result is 
worth the hard work.  I am particularly heartened 

when I hear comments from our tenants such as 
“we do not mind if you put the rent up because it 
would be worth it to meet in this room now.”   
 
I would also congratulate those Companions and 
Craft Masons who have joined the new Mark Man 
Team.  Especially pleasing is the fact that we are 
still receiving applications to join in the last few 
days.  This shows what can be achieved when Craft 
and Chapter work together. 
 
In coming months, 
you will receive 
through the internet 
and from your 
Scribes information 
concerning the 
Grand Re-
Installation to be 
held in the Hunter 
Valley on the last 
weekend in August 
25th & 26th August 
2017.  Every 
Companion is given 
a most warm 
invitation to attend.  On Saturday 26th August I 
have determined that we will hold a Grand 
Convocation in the Mark Degree in the morning 
followed by an Open Installation for all Brethren, 
Companions, family and friends in the afternoon.  
A special invitation is extended to ladies to join 
their husbands and partners to witness this 
colourful event.    
  
 
 
 
 

 
   Rob Peattie 
First Grand Principal and Grand Master 



SUPREME COMMITTEE PRESIDENT’S NOTES 
Rt. Ex. Comp. Brian Johnson PGH
 
USGC 2017 Grand Re-Installation 
 
In the December 2016 Edition of Speculate I briefly touched on the date and chosen venue for the 2017 Grand 
Re-Installation.  I would now like to bring you up-to-date with what has developed in the planning process of 
this very important annual event.  
 
But first I would like to introduce you to the carefully chosen Companions that make up what is known as the 
USGC 2017 Grand Re-Installation Planning and Coordinating Committee.  
 
In alphabetic order the Committee consists of Rick Anderson GFSoj MSA, Warren Dews PDGZ & PDGM MSA, 
Lance Dowle PAGS, Jeff Stone GSSoj and Brian Johnson PGH, P/SC.  Warren, Lance and I are three of a seven 
Member Committee who were instrumental in the Planning and Coordination of the Grand Re-Installation 
held in Newcastle in 2012.   The 2017 Committee brings a diverse range of individual skills that will be useful 
in bringing about the desired outcomes that make up the events of such an important occasion.  
 
 

       
 
This Photo of the Committee was taken on 3rd March.  L to R:  B. Johnson, L. Dowle, J. Stone, W. Dews and R. Anderson. Taken 
following a Planning Meeting with the Venue Planning Representative and Special Effects Consultant.   
 
Since January considerable progress has been made with site meetings with the venue’s Planner and Special 
Effects (lighting & sound) consultant.  Along with many rudimentary matters that will come together to make 
all the planned events run smoothly.   
 
As this Grand Re Installation will be the beginning of the last year of office for Excellent First Grand Principal 
and Grand Master M Ex Comp Robert Peattie it is shaping up to be a series of events that will be long 
remembered by all that attend and participate.  So please include the dates Friday 25th and Saturday 26th 
August in your Masonic Diary.    



 
The Grand Re Installation Venue, the Crowne Plaza is impressively positioned geographically in the beautiful 
Hunter Valley.  For those who wish to attend the Grand Re Installation and associated events they may wish to 
consider the possibility of extending their visit to this world renowned wine and food destination. 
 
 

     
 
A view of the Crowne Plaza at dusk. 
 
A Promotional Brochure and Registration Form will be available shortly.  Both the Brochure and Registration 
Form will expound more on the program of events, the venue, the landscape and other matters of interest. 
 
The Planning and Coordinating Committee are looking forward to seeing Companions, Brethren, their partners 
and their friends over the weekend of the 25th and 26th August next.       
 
 
  
 
 

 
 

 
“Speculate” is the Quarterly Newsletter of the United Supreme Grand Chapter of Mark and Royal Arch 
Masons of NSW and ACT. 
 
It will be distributed by Email in June, September, December and March. The deadline for all contributions 
is the SECOND FRIDAY of February, May, August and November. 
 
All material should be sent to the Editor:  Rt Ex Comp John Pretty at editor@usgcnsw.org.au 
 
Companions: “Speculate” is your newsletter and contributions of photos, articles, advertisements, notice 
of meetings or special events are most welcome. 
 
How about a photo of every newly Advanced Brother or Exalted Companion, with a short profile so we 
can welcome them into our Order? 
 
Nowadays, everyone with a mobile phone can take a shot. Just remember NOT to do it in a Tyled meeting 
without permission, and DO make sure it is in focus! 
 
Please ensure that you respect the wishes of those Companions who do not want to be included in 
photographs. 



LED LIGHTING IN THE EGYPTIAN ROOM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 The Friends of the Egyptian Room Committee were proud to unveil their 
latest project at the Grand Convocation on Saturday 20 August 2016.  
LED strip lighting concealed around the four walls of the Egyptian Room 
has now been installed providing enhancement to the friezes in the 
Egyptian Room.  This addition to the Room will benefit not only talks 
given to explain the Egyptian Room, but also can be used for Masonic 
Meetings to add a spectacular lighting effect. A control has now been 
affixed to the wall of the Egyptian Room for the use of Chapters, Lodges 
and other Orders who meet in the Egyptian Room. 

 
 

 
The LED lighting has made a significant improvement to the Egyptian 
Room and although the Room is spectacular in its own right, the LED 
lighting gives an extra “wow” effect upon entering the Room. 
To further enhance the LED lighting around the four walls, an LED light 
has now been recessed in the ceiling above the large “Stele” on the 
South Wall 
 
 

 
The Committee can also now reveal two projects to be donated from the proceeds of this year’s raffle.   
 
It is intended that the second part of this year’s project will be the donation of a Royal Arch carpet for use in 
the Egyptian Room, as well as having the ability of being able to be transported throughout NSW and the ACT 
for various ceremonies.  At the present time this is being investigated as to its viability by the Committee. 
 
The Committee wishes to thank everyone who has supported their fundraising endeavours.  All money raised 
has been applied in full to the Egyptian Room for its enhancement and for everyone who visits the Room to 
admire and enjoy. 
 
 

  

Egyptian Room with normal & LED lights 
 

FRIENDS OF THE EGYPTIAN ROOM RECEIVE 
A THANK YOU FROM USGC 
 
Recently USGC, as a mark of appreciation for 
all their efforts on behalf of the Order 
presented the Friends of the Egyptian Room 
Committee with a special tablecloth suitably 
adorned to identify the Committee to assist 
them in their fundraising activities. 
 



Some Egyptian Room 

Vignettes 

 
“URAEUS “ 

 
 
One of the more interesting vignettes 
displayed on the frieze of the Egyptian 
Room is that of the cobra, WADJET.  
Having such an important featuring in the 
Egyptian BCE philosophy and holding such 
a prominent position as that of adornment 
on the crown of the king, it was depicted 
as fitting to have the canopy over the dias 
decorated with cartouches consisting of 
the emblem of MAAT (i.e., Truth) with the 
sacred Uraei on either side. Many will 
recollect seeing this Spitting Cobra on the 
golden mask of Tutankhamun’s  mummy. 

 
 
The cobra image of WADJET, with the 
vulture image of Nekhbet, representing of 
the unification of Lower & Upper Egypt. 
 
The Uraeus (plural Uraei) is the stylized, 
upright form of an Egyptian cobra (asp, 
serpent, or snake), used as a symbol of 
sovereignty, royalty, deity and divine 
authority in ancient Egypt. The Uraeus is a 
symbol for the goddess Wadjet.  She was 
one of the earliest Egyptian deities and 
who often was depicted as a cobra. 
 
She became the patroness of the Nile 
Delta and the protector of all of Lower 
Egypt. The pharaohs wore the Uraeus as a 
head ornament either with the body of 

Wadjet atop the head, or as a crown 
encircling the head; this indicated 
Wadjet’s protection and reinforced the 
pharaoh’s claim over the land. Whichever 
way the Uraeus was displayed upon the 
pharaoh’s head, it was, in effect part of 
the pharaoh’s crown. The pharaoh was 
recognized only by wearing the Uraeus, 
which was conveyed legitimacy to the 
ruler. There is evidence for this tradition 
even in the Old Kingdom during the third 
millennium BCE. Several goddesses 
associated with or being considered 
aspects of Wadjet are depicted wearing 
Uraeus also. 
 
At the time of the unification of Egypt, the 
image of Nekhbet who was represented as 
a white vulture and held the same position 
as the patron of Upper Egypt,  joined the 
image of Wadjet on the Uraeus that would 
encircle the crown of the pharaohs who 
ruled the unified Egypt. The importance of 
their separate cults kept them from 
becoming merged as with so many 
Egyptian deities. 
 
Later, the pharaohs were seen as a 
manifestation of the sun god Ra, and so it 
also believed that the Uraeus protected 
them by spitting fire on their enemies 
from the fiery eye of the goddess, In some 
mythological works, the eyes of Ra are 
said to be uraei. Wadjets existed long 
before the rise of this cult when they 
originated as the eye of Wadjet as cobra 
and are the name of the symbols also 
called the Eye of the Moon, Eye of Hathor, 
the Eye of Horus, and the Eye of Ra – 
depending upon the dates of the 
references to the symbols. 



 
As the Uraeus was seen as a royal symbol, 
the deities Horus and Set were also 
depicted wearing the symbol on their 
crowns. In early ancient Egyptian 
mythology, Horus would have been the 
name given to any king as part of the 
many titles taken, being identified as the 
son of the goddess. According to the later 
mythology of Re, the first Uraeus was said 
to have been created by the goddess Isis, 
who formed it from the dust of the earth 
and the spittle of the then-current sun 
deity.  
 

 
 

 

 
In this version of the mythology, the 
Uraeus was the instrument with which Isis 
gained the throne of Egypt for Osiris. Isis is 
associated with and may be considered an 
aspect of Wadjet. 
 
Recommended reading: ANCIENT EGYPT, 
Schaw & Nicholson; BOOK OF DEAD, 
Budge; WIKIPEDIA. 
 
W.Richards.                                                                                 
Egyptology Group., USGC. 
 
 

 
 
 

                

 

Some other depictions of Wadjdet 



From the Quarries 
 
What attracts so many Brethren 
to seek further light in Royal 
Arch Freemasonry? 

 
 
To our Craft readers: 
It is difficult to understand why more 
brethren do not seek membership in 
the Royal Arch. No Rite of Freemasonry 
covers the world, as does Royal Arch 
Masonry. 
 
There are some reading these 
messages who are indeed already a 
Companion (member) of a Royal Arch 
Chapter, but there are also many more 
that are not! The information that 
follows explains more on the matter. 

 
In your journey through the three 
degrees of Symbolic Freemasonry and as 
you have learned the proficiency lecture 
for each degree, no doubt many 
questions have arisen concerning the 
meaning of the ritualistic ceremonies, 
the historical implications and the “why” 
of the legends of Freemasonry. 
 
Royal Arch Freemasonry provides an 

opportunity for Master Masons desirous 
of further light to explore some of the 
deeper mysteries of the Craft. 

 
The four Capitular Degrees, in all of 

which candidates take an active part, 
are truly some of the most profound 
and impressive in Freemasonry. 
 
Many believe the Sublime Degree of 

Master Mason to be the ultimate 
degree of Freemasonry, and all others 
to be added and explanatory. 

 

 

Most students of Freemasonry agree 
that the story of the Craft, as presented 
in the three degrees, is incomplete and 
that the degrees of the Royal Arch 
complete the story and answer many of 
the questions in the mind of the newly 
made Master Mason. 
 
Royal Arch Freemasonry contains some 
simple, plain statements of truth, easily 
understandable and helpful in our 
relation to life. 

 
Lodge symbolism deals with lessons of 
the material side of life. The Capitular 
degrees, and particularly the supreme 
degree of the Holy Royal Arch, deal with 
the spiritual side of life. Offering the true 
completion of the ancient Craft, Royal 
Arch Freemasonry is, therefore, the 
logical step for every Master Mason to 
take. 

 
The supreme degree of Holy Royal Arch 
Mason, as the culmination of the 
Capitular Degrees, is the climax of 
Ancient Craft Freemasonry and Masonic 
symbolism. It is during this degree ritual 
that the greatest treasure of a 
Freemason is brought to light: the long 
lost Master’s Word. 
 



 
 
The value of Royal Arch Freemasonry will 
be appreciated by all who have been 
Exalted to that most Supreme degree, 
particularly by those who are seeking to 
complete their Masonic education. It 
reveals the full light of Ancient Craft 
Freemasonry, presents it as a complete 
system in accordance with the original 
plan, and justly entitles you to truly claim 
the noble name of Master Mason. 

 
In the Royal Arch degree ritual 
itself, the Lost Word of a Master 
Mason is rediscovered in a 
beautiful ceremony that takes the 
candidates through the destruction 
of King Solomon’s Temple, the 
seventy years of the Babylonian 
captivity, and the ultimate return to 
the Holy Land to aid and assist in 
the rebuilding of the Temple of the 
Most High. 
 
The Holy Royal Arch degree is a 
natural progression to reveal the 
“genuine” secrets following the 
granting of certain substituted 
ones. No other degrees are so 
intimately linked with the Blue 
Lodge or have so ancient and noble 
a history. 

 
The supreme degree of Holy Royal Arch 
Mason was considered most important 
in the early years of Freemasonry, 
following closely on the heels of the 
Hiramic legend which probably 
appeared in England around 1725. The 
original intent was that every rite, 
system or additional degree in  
 

 
Freemasonry cannot confer its degree 
on a Master Mason until he has been 
exalted as a Holy Royal Arch Mason. 
Many feel this is as it should be, 
because for some a man is not truly a 
Master Mason until he receives the 
Master’s Word and he can only receive 
it in the Holy Royal Arch.  
 
In the United States, this intent has 
remained in practice within the scheme 
of orders, rites and bodies collectively 
known as the “York Rite”. For example 
the additional orders – such as the 
Allied Masonic Degrees (and many 
others) – are closed to any Mason who 
has not been exalted to the degree of 
the Holy Royal Arch. 

 
The motto of the Royal Arch is - Kodes 
La Adonai and means - “Holiness to the 
Lord" - ever reminds us of the 
reverence due the Great and 
Beneficent Author of our existence, 
who is a Being without beginning of 
days or ending of years. 

 
If you are not yet a Royal Arch 
Freemason and you seek more light in 
Masonry then just ask a Brother of your 
lodge who is already a Companion of a 
Royal Arch Chapter. They will guide you 
on the path to membership. There are 
also many Past Masters of Craft Lodges 
that are not Royal Arch Companions. 
They are particularly welcome to join the 
Royal Arch as well as all Master Masons. 

 
From an article published by The York Rite of 
California.

         
        
 
  



                                       

 
Pure and Ancient Masonry 

BACK TO THE QUARRIES  

Seminar presented by the Education & Development Task Force 

USGC NSW & ACT 
Petersham Masonic Centre 1pm – 4pm 

Saturday 24th June 2017 
This Seminar is open to Royal Arch & Craft Masons 

Dress, Smart Casual no Regalia 
 
The Mark Degree: Presented by Rt.Ex. Comp John Pretty PGJ 
 
The Excellent Master Degree: Presented by Rt.Ex. Comp Michael 
Freeman-Robinson DSA PGH 
 
The Royal Ark Mariner Degree: Presented by Rt.Ex. Comp Bill Richards 
OAM DSA PDGZ  

 
        
 There will be a $10.00 Attendance Fee for both Companions and Brethren attending the seminar 
To complete the seminar there will be an informal dinner at a venue to be named 1830 for 1900 at own cost 
                                                                                                            
        

    
`    

         
 
 

Enquiries: Rt Exc Comp John Pretty PGJ:  stonekeeper@optusnet.com.au 



Out and About 
 
NOWRA CHAPTER WELCOMES ANOTHER “WELLER” 
On 2nd February 2017, a new generation of the “Weller” family walked through the doors of Chapter Nowra 
under the watchful gaze of portraits of his Great Grandfather and Grandfather.  What made the night more 
special for Brother Justin Weller was not the presence of the First Grand Principal and Grand Master but 
rather the role of the Senior Deacon which was undertaken by none other than his own grandfather, Most 
Excellent Companion Sidney Weller PGZ. 
 

There was certainly no “teaching an old dog new tricks” as 
our esteemed and popular Past GZ expertly guided his 
grandson around the Mark Lodge and demonstrated to all 
that he had not forgotten how to conduct the Degree.  Nor 
could there be any doubt the pride the Candidate felt in the 
experience and his presence.  
 
Just to add to the lustre of the night, Most Excellent 
Companion Peattie was joined by Rt Ex Comp Allen Falls 
who has just completed his term as Grand Master of the 
Grand Lodge of Mark Master Masons of Queensland and 
has relocated to the Hunter Valley to be closer to family. 
 

 
 
MANNING VALLEY SUCCESSFULLY COMES OUT OF RECESS 
On 14th February 2017 in accordance with a pledge he had 
made to the Chapter, Most Excellent Companion Peattie 
attended the Installation of Manning Valley Mark and Royal 
Arch Chapter at Wingham.  On the night, a long standing 
Grand Chaplain, Rt Ex Comp Ivan Ransom was Re-Installed 
into the First Principal’s Chair. 
 
In his address to the Companions Most Excellent 
Companion Peattie praised their determination in not 
accepting the well-meaning advice that had been given to 
them by some Companions to surrender their Chapter’s 
Charter and affiliate.  In particular, the First Grand Principal 
and Grand Master pointed out the Degree work they were 
yet to undertake on members who had joined the Chapter and Order since coming out of recess was an 
inspiration to other Chapters.  Most Excellent Companion Peattie pledged his personal continued support and 
that of Grand Chapter in their endeavours to rebuild.   
 

Also on the night the First Grand Principal and Grand Master 
recognised the tremendous work carried out by Ex Comp Greg Scott-
Pacey in assisting the Chapter to return to the active list by elevating 
him to the rank of a Past Grand Third Sojourner.  The GZ praised V Ex 
Comp Scott-Pacey’s unswerving belief in the future of the Chapter. 
 
 
 

 
 



 
B1 DISTRICT MEETING 

In March District B1 hosted the District meeting for the Red Cross Knights.  Whilst this is not an unusual 
occurrence with Chapter New Lambton taking the opportunity at every instance what was more special about 
the night was the Installation of the Most Excellent Chiefs carried out by Rt Ex Comp Dick Bell PDGZ. 
 
Many of you may recall Rt Ex Comp Dick Bell was a Deputy to Most Excellent Companion Sid Weller.  It is fair 
to say that Dick has not been enjoying the best of health of late with his sight difficulty and his mobility 
restricted.  Many would not blame him if he were to simply 
sit on the side-line as his right given the service he has 
rendered this Order but that is not our esteemed 
Companions way. 
 
So, when the District meeting came around who should put 
his hand up to install the new Most Excellent Chiefs?  None 
other than Dick.  So, with some assistance to aid him to the 
Chair and some minor prompting from the First Grand 
Principal and Grand Master beside him Rt Ex Comp Richard 
Bell PDGZ ably carried out the work of Installing the new 
MECs. 
 
Rt Ex Comp Dick Bell remains an inspiration and a leader despite his health not being as good as we would all 
like it.  Let us hope that our dedication remains as strong and committed as Dick Bells despite the difficulties 
that may confront us. 
 
The First Grand Principal and Grand Master recently had the pleasure of presenting Rt Ex Comp Bell with his 
50 Year jewel and Certificate along with Rt Ex Comp Gordon Taylor and V Ex Comp Don Smith all of Chapter 
New Lambton.  In total 150 years of dedication to this Order. 
 
Side note: An amusing moment was reached when due to his sight difficulty, as he walked along the line of 
new MEC and was investing them, Dick did not stop and promptly invested one of the sponsors standing on 
the end of the line as well. 
 

 
FRIENDS OF THE EGYPTIAN ROOM 

 
Once again, the Friends of the Egyptian Room are conducting their annual raffle.  This group raise funds for 
the Egyptian Room for items the Order would not expend the capitation fees of the members on such as the 
LED lighting which now makes the Egyptian Room a very special and one of the most impressive and 
photographed Lodge Rooms in the jurisdiction.  
 
This year the same regulars have banded together to provide prizes well worth the $2 investment in a raffle 
ticket.  Ex Comp Tom Muir and his wife Christine have donated an Aqua Marine and diamond ring valued at 
$7,700.  Second prize is another piece of replica antique furniture crafted by Rt Ex Comp Jack McNaughton 
AGS D whilst Rt Ex Comp John Anderson and provided an interesting single malt whiskey for third prize.  Any 
one of these prizes would be worth the modest $2 for a ticket. 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 

VALE TO V EX COMP STEPHEN HAROLD BEZETT 
“SWORD” 

As Companions gathered for a meeting of Chapter Cyrus on the morning of the 
March Convocation only a handful were aware that just a matter of minutes 
before V Ex Comp Steve Bezett PG 3rd Soj Grand Sword Bearer (known to his 
friends simply as “Sword”) had passed to the Grand Chapter above. 
 
Steve was well known throughout the Masonic world but particularly in this Order 
where he felt most at home.  Steve became a Mason on 21st May 1984 in Lodge 
Nepean, he was Passed to the Second Degree on 18th June and raised to the 
sublime Degree of a Master Mason on 8th October 1984.  Steve was a dedicated 
Mason for 33 years. 
 
Four months after being Raised to the Degree of a Master Mason Steve sought 
out and joined Mark and Royal Arch Masonry in Chapter Penrith.  He was 
Advanced as a Mark Master Mason on 4th February 1985 in that Chapter and was 

subsequently Exalted as a Royal Arch Mason on 1st April 1985.  He was a member of our Order for 32 years. 
 
Steve subsequently joined Chapters Lawson, Sturt United and Cyrus and when possible, would help those 
Chapters as well as Nepean by filling in Offices when the need arose. 
 
In 2011, Steve joined the Grand Chapter Ceremonial Team as a Grand Steward.  On his Installation Most 
Excellent Companion Peattie appointed Steve as Grand Standard Bearer and Grand Sword Bearer roles he 
loved and cherished to the last.  In literally the days before his passing Steve was out with the GZ doing what 
he liked to do – carrying the Sword as high as he could with dignity. 
 
On the day of his passing Most Excellent Companion Peattie had an apron and a sash placed on the chair 
reserved for the Grand Sword Bearer at the March Convocation of the Order as a mark of respect for a 
dedicated Mark and Royal Arch Mason. 
 
When “Sword” left the Church the respect he was held in was demonstrated by the rows of Masons, 
predominantly dressed in Royal Arch Regalia, in places two and three deep forming a guard of honour for this 
last trip of our dear departed Companion. 
 
The First Grand Principal and Grand Master in the Mark & Royal Arch Tribute he delivered at the funeral 
described Steve “as a generous and dedicated Brother and Companion who, when he saw a way to help, then 
he would without hesitation in the way of a true Mason.”   
 
Following the funeral, the family of our Late Companion expressed to Most Excellent Companion Peattie their 
gratitude for not only the Mark & Royal Arch Tribute afforded to Steve but to the huge turnout of Masons 
who came to pay their respects.  As the family put it, they “did not realise just how many friends he had in 
Chapter” and were “blown away by the response.” 

 
V Ex Comp Stephen Harold Bezett PG Soj and Grand Sword Bearer lived respected and dies regretted. 

 
---oooOOOooo--- 

 

 

 



 

SPECIAL EVENT IN MARK & ROYAL ARCH MASONRY DRAWS A RECORD 52 CANDIDATES 
TO THE ROYAL ARCH TEMPLE AT PETERSHAM 

R.Ex.Comp P. Rowlison GH 

On Saturday 27th August 2016, a record 52 Candidates underwent the four Cryptic Degrees under a special 
Dispensation granted to Chapter Cyrus by the First Grand Principal and Grand Master. Normally the four 
Cryptic Degrees are spread over several meetings. 

The event was held in the world famous and heritage listed Egyptian Room, the home of Mark and Royal Arch 
Masonry in NSW & ACT. For the first time the new LED lighting highlighting the friezes depicting the story of 
Arni a Scribe in ancient Egypt as contained in his Book of the Dead were used to illuminate the room. 

On this occasion the two principal Candidates were Companions James Melville of Chapter Macquarie (which 
meets at the Sydney Masonic Centre} and Companion Bill Driver of Chapter Parramatta Daylight (meeting at 
Auburn) more usually recognised as the Grand Master and Assistant Grand Master of the Craft who were keen 
to continue their respective journeys within United Supreme Grand Chapter, but time constraints had made the 
journey more onerous – hence the special request made to Chapter Cyrus by Most Excellent Companion Peattie 
to facilitate all four Degrees on the one occasion. 

The Grand Master and the Assistant Grand Master were joined by Companions from all over the jurisdiction 
from as far away as Forbes, Canberra, Newcastle, Port Macquarie and many other locations as well as the 
Sydney Metropolitan Area making a total of 52 Candidates in total. This many Candidates for four consecutive 
Degrees on the one day certainly set a record in this jurisdiction and most likely all of Australasia. 

A collective gasp arose and a humorous moment evolved which was enjoyed by all in the room when shortly 
after the commencement of the Select Master Degree, Companions Melville and Driver faced the usual perilous 
situation that all candidates for that Degree encounter. To their credit they came through unscathed and there 
was no need to call the Deputy Grand Master. 

After the Royal and Select Master Degrees were worked in the morning the 52 Candidates, the Companions 
who had come to watch history being made and Grand Officers adjourned to the soon to be renovated 
auditorium of the Petersham Temple for an excellent light lunch provided by the Friends of the Egyptian Room. 

In the afternoon the remaining two Degrees were undertaken before the evening dinner which was attended by 
the ladies. As usual the Grand Master was again supported by Yauna at the dinner, who was warmly welcomed 
and received. This jurisdiction is most fortunate to have Yuana with her friendly and warm approach coupled 
with a bubbly personality which is a delight at all Masonic function irrespective of the nature of the event. 
Grand Chapter considers itself fortunate to have Yuana at yet another of its functions. 

During the course of the evening the usual toasts were offered. In response to the formal toast to the First Grand 
Principal and Grand Master, Most Excellent Companion Peattie commented and praised the Herculean effort of 
Chapter Cyrus to not only undertake the four Degrees of the Cryptic series in one day, but to deliver the same 
so efficiently. Most Excellent Companion Peattie drew attention to the fact that previously no more than 30 
Candidates had ever undertaken the Cryptic Degrees in one meeting and today a new record had been set not 
only for this jurisdiction but for Australasia if not further afield.  

In closing his response Most Excellent Companion Peattie also spoke of the closeness of the Degrees to Craft 
Masonry and their importance in completing the full story of the Hiramic legend in Freemasonry. He also 
praised the endurance of Companions Melville and Driver who were the principal Candidates for all four 
Degrees. He concluded by thanking our Grand Master and his Assistant for taking the whole day and evening 
out of their busy schedules to undertake the Degrees. Our First Grand Principal and Grand Master assured the 
Grand Master that he had and will always have the loyalty and support of Mark and Royal Arch Masonry and 
we were proud that he and the Assistant Grand Master were not only members of our Order but active 
members. 

Companion Melville responded on behalf of himself and the other 51 Candidates. As is his trademark, the 
Grand Master spoke with great humility and dignity and both recognised and acknowledged the dedication and 
the effort of the Companions who undertook the work on the day. Companion Melville, an accomplished 
ritualist, stated he was acutely aware of just how much effort it would take to do four Degrees consecutively 
one after the other on the one day.  

 



The Grand Master went onto praise the ladies Committee of Supreme Grand Chapter known as the Friends of 
the Egyptian Room who had worked so hard to provide such a magnificent lunch to the Companions. He 
praised the Committee members present comprising of Janelle Peattie, Gaille Bowe, Val Henwood, Jenny 
Sinden and Carol Stone. The Grand Master concluded with further kind words cementing and assuring the close 
bond of friendship which exists between the Craft and the Chapter. Companion Melville’s response to the 
“Toast to the Candidates” well received and was met with popular and resounding applause and appreciation by 
his fellow Companions. 

Never in the past and probably never in the future will 52 Candidates undertake the four Cryptic Degrees in the 
one day with the Grand Master and Assistant Grand Master of the Craft being the two principle Candidates in a 
setting such as the Heritage Council listed Egyptian Room, the home of Mark and Royal Arch Masonry in this 
jurisdiction. As Most Excellent Companion Peattie said, “….history has been made today, 27th August 2016 in 
the Mark and Royal Arch Temple at Petersham and all who participated, whether it be the 52 Candidates, those 
who came to watch or those who carried out the work should be proud of what they achieved and the history 
they made this day.”  

In the joint and individual history of the Craft and Mark and Royal Arch Masonry in this jurisdiction the day 
will long be recorded and referred to with adjectives such as “momentous, unforgettable, historic, an amazing 
day” and other such like terms and is unlikely to be ever forgotten. 

 

 

The Members of Cyrus who carried out the Work. 

 



 
The Candidates 

 
 
 

 
Comp Jamie Melville (GM of UGL), M Ex Comp Robert Peattie (GZ of USGC), Comp Bill Driver (AGM of UGL) 

 
 

---oooOOOooo--- 
 

 



GRAND BODIES MEET FRATERNALLY ON THE BORDER 

Recently, United Supreme Grand Chapter accepted an invitation to attend meetings of two Sister Grand 
Bodies, Grand Lodge of Mark Master Masons of Victoria and Grand Lodge of Royal Ark Mariners of Victoria on 
the border at Wodonga.  

On the Friday evening Most Worshipful Brother Rob Peattie received and warmly welcomed his Victorian 
counterpart Most Worshipful Brother Doug Mount and his Grand Officers to a USGC special meeting, where 
the Mark Man Ceremony was undertaken. Our Victorian Brothers expressed great interest not in the 
ceremony itself and its philosophy but also in the fact it was able to be performed in both a Craft Lodgeor a 
Chapter/Mark Lodge by Companions. The USGC Mark Man Ceremony was generally received warmly by our 
Victorian Brothers with many seeing the value of the same. 

The next day, Saturday, saw our Mark Grand Master, Most Worshipful Commander Peattie, Grand 
Commander of Royal Ark Mariners of NSW & ACT firstly received by Most Worshipful Commander Doug 
Mount at a Royal Ark Mariners Installation of a new Worshipful Commander. The Installation was carried out 
by Rt Wor Bro Ian Coad, The Deputy Most Worshipful Commander and Grand Master Elect of Mark Master 
Masons of Victoria ably assisted by The Royal Ark Mariner Ceremonial Team. 

A short break followed this ceremony and then Most Worshipful Brother Mount, the Grand Master of Mark 
Master Masons again welcomed his counterpart, Most Worshipful Brother Peattie, this time in his capacity as 
Grand Master of Mark Master Masons. Most Worshipful Brother Mount, assisted by the Victorian Mark 
Ceremonial team then most competently Installed a new Mark Worshipful Master. 

In Victoria, unlike NSW & ACT, the Offices of Worshipful Commander Noah in a Grand Lodge of Royal Ark 
Mariner and the Office of Mark Worshipful Master are held by different persons, in lodges meeting in their 
own right on separate nights, both totally independent of one another and functioning as separate bodies. 

Following the three meetings a banquet was held in a traditional manner. The whole weekend was brought to 
a conclusion the next morning (Sunday) with a joint and most filling breakfast before all returned to their 
respective homes. 

The ladies were not forgotten with the economy of the dress shops of Albury/Wodonga greatly inflated. 

Both jurisdictions departed the border for their respective homes well satisfied after a weekend of friendship 
and mutual education in the ways of a Sister Constitution. 

 
 

M W Bro Doug Mount GM of the UGL of MMM of Victoria and M Ex Comp Robert Peattie GZ and GM of USGC of NSW and the ACT. 
 



 

A short story of slightly overdoing it or how to compact 
two days in style… 

 
48 HOURS TO YARRAWONGA or 

FROM EXALTATION TO EXHAUSTION 
 

Companion Mark Wolff 
Chapter New Lambton Jubilee № 7 

 
Motorcycling and Freemasonry have, in my opinion, a lot in common. “It’s the journey, not the destination,” a 
truthful cliché I replied in my response to being toasted on my Exaltation on Wednesday evening 15th 
February. Forty-eight hours later, I was dining and enjoying amber refreshments with some of the same 
people who were at the ceremony and making new acquaintances of our Victorian hosts. 
 
 And so, began my journey in Royal Arch Freemasonry. How did it come to this? 
 
Wednesday 15th February 
 
 I was Exalted into Royal Arch Masonry at my now mother chapter New Lambton Jubilee № 7 at New 
Lambton, a suburb of Newcastle. Like any other degree, it was a moving experience however it is oh so 
different!  You would expect a normal lodge room but when the blindfold was removed (RA1 ritual) the layout 
is not what one expects; the mosaic pavement is festooned with banners, working tools and other 
paraphernalia and the Principal officers are dressed differently. It is the start, of course, of a new journey but 
it also completes another. Of course, it will take time, study and much pondering upon the rough ashlar to 
start to understand and absorb the many moral lessons inculcated that night. A happy festive board capped 
off a wonderful evening. 
 
 Then the fun began… 
 
Thursday 16th February 
 
 Thursday, the following day, saw me see my daughter and wife off to day care and work respectively. 
Then packing, cursing and repacking: loading a motorcycle for a touring trip is hard enough with restricted 
space et al but adding formal rig and Royal Arch regalia as well… 
 
 Finally I got away ‘round midday with a view of a delightful trip from Newcastle to Condobolin, or even 
Lake Cargelligo. Not to be as temperatures were over 40°C so I gave it away by booking a cold beer and a 
room in a pub in Parkes. 
 
 Ah, motorcycling. One of its many joys is to find those backroads, to find that little pub in the middle of 
nowhere, to get your knees in the breeze. Of course, at over 40° you are in a fan-forced oven but you are part 
of the scene: not in a cage, air conditioned, isolated from it all. Travelling through the then very recent fire 
grounds around Sir Ivan and Uarbry makes it even more poignant. 
 
Friday 17th February 
 
 Friday dawned and after about two hours in the saddle I had a hearty breakfast in West Wyalong. After 
refuelling in Narrandera, it was time to cut away from the Newell Highway and hit the backroads to 
Yarrawonga, travelling through rustic little burghs like Urana and Oaklands. 
 
An early afternoon arrival in Yarrawonga allowed me to rest up and, heh, do the ironing as I discovered that 
regardless of how careful one is in packing formal rig for a trip, the iron always beckons!  The companions, 



their partners and our Victorian hosts arrived in due course. No doubt in this issue of Speculate the Hands 
Across the Border trip will be covered in greater detail but I must say that on my first Royal Arch jaunt the 
companions made me feel very welcome, yet alone the hospitality of our Victorian companions. 
 
 To all brethren and companions, may I respectively add, firstly to the former, this Order has much to 
offer and to the latter may I heartily recommend your accepting the invitations to attend functions like this. 
Why not make a holiday or trip out of it – as I discovered, 48 hours can be long both in distance and time… 
 
A Footnote 
 
 I was Exalted on Wednesday 15th February and 48 hours later I was mixing it with both senior and 
ranking members of the USGC of NSW & ACT. Some of these Companions were present at my Exaltation and, 
later on during the weekend, after viewing the USGC ritual of Exaltation as displayed to our Victorian 
counterparts, asked me for my opinion on the new ritual. I had to reply that my head was still spinning from 
my own Exaltation and that it would take time and experience before I could honestly critique the new ritual. 
Regardless of what transpires in the future, the RA1 (former NSW) ritual will always be special to me as it was 
the ritual I was exalted with. 

 

 

 

Ex First Principal Gordon Taylor congratulates Companions Wolff and Boyce on 
their Exaltation 


