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First Grand Principal and Grand Master’s Address 

to Supreme Committee 
18 January 2017 

Companions, 

Thank you once again for your attendance today.  I appreciate and sincerely acknowledge the 
sacrifice you make in attending Supreme Committee so that this Order might receive the 
benefit of your experience and commitment. 

I especially welcome Companion Andrew Stewart who has joined us as an observer today so 
that he may gain an appreciation of how and by what means this Order is governed.  Andrew 
is not only an enthusiastic Companion of this Order but also a well-respected and hard-
working member of the legal fraternity.  As we all know the Grand Registrar is now residing 
in Tasmania and although he is willing to continue his work long distance he, like I, appreciate 
the difficulties associated with such a proposition especially for such meetings as this and 
being pragmatic we both understand that a new Grand Registrar needs to be appointed.   

The period of December/January is typically a quiet time within Freemasonry.  From the 
position of First Grand Principal and Grand Master it is an opportunity to catch up. 

The auditorium continues to make forward progress.  If you venture down there today you 
will see we have added in the form of almost a piece of artwork, the crest of the Order.  In 
next few weeks audio/visual equipment will be installed.  Supreme Committee authorised the 
sum of $12,000 in accordance with the original quote.  Several other quotes were obtained 
and as a result of the competitive nature of that industry we were able to secure the same 
work for approximately $8,700 a saving of approximately $3,000 with the bonus of a larger 
screen than that of the original quote. 

The new USGC Royal Arch ritual is now finalised and available and I would record the gratitude 
of the Order to the Ritual Committee and to Rt Ex Comp John Anderson who came in during 
the Christmas break to finalise the formatting so that it can be printed and available today. 

This year will be an extremely busy year for both myself and the Order.  There are three 
changeover Installations in Australia.  In addition, in total I am looking at four overseas trips.  
Firstly, I will be in New Zealand in March.  In June 2017, I intend to accept an invitation from 
the Grand Lodge of Mark Master Masons of England to attend their annual Installation 
Communication.  In June, I will also attend the Communication of the United Grand Lodge of 
England.  On my return Janelle and I will travel the following week to Adelaide for the Grand 
Installation and from there will fly direct to Penang where I have accepted an invitation to 
attend the annual Convocations of the Grand Lodge of Mark Master Masons of South East 
Asia, the Grand Lodge of Royal Ark Mariners and the Council of Royal and Select Masters of 
the Middle East.  These three events will occur over four days. 

Lastly, my overseas commitments for 2017 will be completed with my attendance at the Bi-
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Centenary of the Supreme Grand Chapter of Scotland in September.   

In respect to these four trips I believe they are all necessary and vital to the standing of this 
Order.  New Zealand is a course a Supreme Body with whom we have a very close relationship.  
Our attendance at the Grand Lodge of Mark Master Masons of England has occurred regularly 
to reinforce our prestigious position as the first daughter Grand Lodge of that body and has 
been regularly undertaken by my predecessors.  A visit to Penang is long overdue as that 
Grand Body has been a frequent visitor to Australian Grand Installations, including our own.   

Lastly, the trip to Scotland is at the personal invitation of Most Eminent Companion Ian Fraser.  
As I understand this, our sister jurisdictions in Victoria, Queensland, Western Australia and 
New Zealand will all be in attendance and I will not let our premier Grand Chapter go 
unrepresented. 

This year I also intend to hold a Special Convocation in November which I intend to open as a 
Cryptic Council.  It is also intended that at this Convocation a Council of Anointed Kings will 
be opened and the Degree of the Silver Trowel worked upon ten (10) of our Companions.  I 
have applied to the governing body of that Degree and expect a Charter to be here shortly.  
This will be the first time a Council of Royal & Select Masters has been opened in this 
jurisdiction since about 1979. 

2017 I consider will be a year of completion.  I have previously made known by belief that 
four years as First Grand Principal and Grand Master is more than sufficient for any 
Companion and that perhaps in the future one of my successors might set a new precedent 
and only do three years.  This was not really an option for me as four years was necessary for 
me if we were to have our own USGC Royal Arch ritual and thereby at least have the 
opportunity of having a uniform ritual for all of our degrees. 

2017 will be the year when I hope to complete all my projects enunciated by me in 2014 and 
clear the deck for a new First Grand Principal and Grand Master in September 2018 so that 
he is not faced with this obstacle. 

I look forward to your support in the long and hard year ahead.   

Yours fraternally, 

Rob Peattie 

First Grand Principal and Grand Master                     

Honour the Past but look to Our Future 


