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CRAFT AND CHAPTER UNITE IN THE MARK MAN 

CEREMONY 
 

The Grand Master, Most Worshipful Brother James Melville expresses his view on the Mark Man Ceremony: - 
 

“As Grand Master, I fully support the connection of Craft and Chapter with the Mark Man 
Ceremony.  It is about giving Brethren an opportunity to further their masonic knowledge and to 
give an insight of what the Chapter has to offer.  I have attended both Craft and Chapter 
meetings with Most Excellent Companion Peattie and witnessed many Brethren take this 
important step."  MW Jamie Melville 

 

In July 2016, twenty-two Master Masons made application to receive their Mason 
Mark at the District Meeting hosted by Chapter Campbelltown in the presence of the 
First Grand Principal and Grand Master, Most Excellent Companion Peattie and the 
Grand Master, Most Worshipful Brother James Melville. 
 
Most Excellent Companion Peattie has recently accepted an invitation by the Most 
Worshipful Grand Master, Most Worshipful Brother James Melville to accompany him 
as First Grand Principal and Grand Master to the Sir Walter Scott Lodge on 27th October 
2016 to once again show their joint support for the Mark Man Ceremony, this time in a 
Craft Lodge. 



FROM THE GZ 
 

The last few months have indeed been a busy 
period for our Order.  The year commenced with 
the consecration of a new Chapter in Grafton.  This 
Special Convocation was honoured to receive Most 
ILL Knight Terry Ryan, the leader of Constantine 
Order.  Joining him was the Grand Master of the 
Grand Lodge of Mark Masons of Queensland. It 
was most pleasing that I received and accepted an 
invitation for myself and my members on the 
Friday evening to join with members of the 
Constantine Order for dinner following their 
Installation.  This shows that by co-operation and 
consideration, Orders of Freemasonry can, not only 
co-exist but support each other. 
 

The week following I was in Dubbo for the 
Chapter’s Installation and was pleased and 
honoured to receive a Delegation from the 
Supreme Grand Chapter of South Australia and the 
Northern Territory led by Most Eminent 
Companion Russell Sheldrick. 
 

Also in this period we have seen the working of the 
new USGC Royal Arch Ritual.  These Workshops 
have now been held throughout the jurisdiction.  It 
ticks off on my bucket list another important goal 
i.e. for this Order to have its own unique and 
individual Royal Arch Ritual whilst at the same time 
honouring our traditions and history.  Already 
following these Workshops changes and 
amendments have been made as a result of 
suggestions made by Companions.  I intend to 
honour my pledge to listen to and have the Ritual 
Committee consider all suggestions put to them.  I 
feel however a need to add a qualification.  It is 
simply impossible to accept and adopt every 
suggestion but what I do say is that every 
suggestion will be given serious consideration and 
discussed and if in keeping with the new ritual will 
be adopted. 
 

In April 2016 I travelled to Wodonga with a goodly 
number of Companions to work our Mark Man 
Ceremony in the presence of Most Wor Bro Doug 
Mount, Grand Master of the United Grand Lodge 
of Mark Masons of Victoria and a Delegation of 
members from his Order. Our Delegation on the 
Saturday were the guests of Most Wor Bro Mount 
when his Ceremonial Team carried out a Mark and 
a Royal Ark Mariner Installation and Enthronement 
respectively.  I must say how proud I was to lead a 
delegation of over 25 Companions on this venture. 

 
I have recently been contacted by my friend, Most 
Em Companion Peter Crick, GZ of Victoria with an 
invitation to carry out a similar exercise at Echua 
on the NSW/Vic border in 2017. 
 

I have now committed, following my re-election, to 
holding a Grand Installation at the Fairmont Resort 
at Leura on the 16th and 17 September, 2016.  A 
great deal of interest has been generated in 
respect to this event with the Grand Master 
already accepting the invitation to be in 
attendance and I urge all of our members to 
consider joining us at this special event. 
 

Lastly, our Editor, V Ex Comp Alan Gale has recently 
reached a point where he can no longer balance all 
of his commitments and maintain his career.  We 
tend to forget sometimes that there are 
Companions that are still in the work force.  I thank 
Alan for his past commitment to this project as 
without him this Newsletter would not be so 
widely known and accepted as it is.  I am equally 
pleased to announce the appointment of V Ex 
Comp John Pretty as the new Editor of Speculate.  
John is well known through his work with the 
Education & Development Task Force and his 
tireless efforts with Back to and Stones from the 
Quarries.  I am confident after talking to John that 
Speculate will move to a new level again. 
 
Yours fraternally, 
 
 
 
Rob Peattie 
      
          First Grand Principal and Grand Master 



PRESIDENT’S NOTES 

 
As President of Supreme Committee it my welcome 
task to bring to your attention and report on two 
projects in which I am personally involved at the 
request of the First Grand Principal and Grand 
Master. 
Membership  
Earlier this year, the Membership Special Task 
Force delivered a comprehensive Report to the 
First Grand Principal and Grand Master.  The 
Report in essence reflects on opportunities related 
to the recruitment of Craft Masons, previous 
members and membership retention.  Since then, 
the Membership Special Task Force has provided 
an overview of the Report to members of the USGC 
Executive.  A further overview and summary along 
with the inclusion of a visual presentation of a 
model Chapter Membership Management System 
and the workshop of this System was presented to 
a selected group of senior members of the Order.  
The purpose of the meeting was to discuss how 
best to implement the proposals and 
recommendations set out in the Report.   On 
conclusion of discussions following this 
presentation it was determined that the Area 
Grand Superintendents (who were among those 
present at the presentation) should select a 
number of Chapters within their Area’s that would 
be receptive and suitable to engage in a pilot 
scheme using the Chapter Membership 
Management System’s skeleton tools.  It was also 
decided that Actions set out in the Report be 
progressed at the USGC, Area District and Chapter 
levels. 
Further communication regarding proposed 
Membership initiatives will be promulgated 
throughout the jurisdiction shortly.    
Strategic Plan 
The final draft of the USGC 2016/2020 Strategic 
Plan was presented to the First Grand Principal and 
Grand Master for his approval.  The Draft Strategic 
Plan consisting of the all-important Policy, Vision 
and Mission Statements, an Introduction 
Statement compiled by First Grand Principal and 
Grand Master, seven key Objectives along with 
numerous implementation Strategies.  There are 
still a couple of Objectives/Strategies that require 
tweaking to align them with some aspects of other 
initiatives such as the proposed Membership 
Actions and Recommendations, the work being 

undertaken by the Ritual and Education & 
Development Task Groups. 
The First Grand Principal and Grand Master intend 
to hold a number of presentations of the USGC 
2016 - 2020 Strategic Plan at strategic locations 
across the jurisdiction in the near future in order to 
communicate the intent of the Strategic Plan at the 
District and Chapter level. 
Conclusion 
I have been President and Vice President of 
Supreme Committee now for a number of years.  I 
deem it an honour to be able to serve you and the 
Order in this capacity. 
 
Brian Johnson 
President of Supreme Committee 
 
 
 

Speculate Newsletter 
 
Speculate is the Quarterly Newsletter of the 
United Supreme Grand Chapter of Mark and 
Royal Arch Masons of NSW and the ACT. 
 
It will be distributed by email in June, 
September, December, and March. 
 
It will also be distributed via the E & D Task 
Force “Stones from the Quarries” mailing list. 
Subscribe by registering on our website. 

 
The deadline for all contributions is the second 
Friday of February, May, August and 
November. 
 

All material should be sent to the Editor John 
Pretty at editor@usgcnsw.org.au 

 

All articles welcome. 

Please send photos of activities at 

your chapters. 

 

http://usgcnsw.org.au/
mailto:editor%40usgcnsw.org.au?subject=


OUT AND ABOUT 
 
THE STORY OF CHAPTER CLARENCE’S WHISKEY IN A BARRELL 

 
On 30 January, 2016, the First Grand Principal and 
Grand Master consecrated the new Chapter 
Clarence in a Special Convocation. 
 
At the Consecration Dinner a most unusual 
presentation was made to the new First Principal 
consisting of a small custom built barrel, a bottle of 
whiskey more than 100 years old and the new and 
old keys of the Chapter.  The presentation was 
made by Rt Ex Comp Mussared who narrated the 
story as follows: 
 
"Tonight, you will see the ceremony of the 
presentation of a barrel to the newly Installed First 
Principal by the outgoing First Principal. 
 
Behind this little story lies a tradition which has 
continued since the 1914 – 1918 World War.  Like 
many Chapters throughout the world, Chapter 
Clarence went into a period of recess from 
1915/1916 until 1920 when Most Eminent 
Companion George McClymont (all First Principals 
were titled “Most Eminent” at that time) led the 
Chapter into active life once more.  As the Chapter 
was re-opening and organising regalia and 
furniture etc an interesting discovery was made in 
the Chapter’s locker in the South. 
 
It was a bottle of "Dickens Scotch Whiskey" 
(Harrison and Atwood).  The bottle was found to be 

quite intact despite the "thirsty" war years through 
which it had passed. 
 
A tradition was immediately established … each 
new First Principal of the Chapter would hold the 
bottle in his keeping for the year of his Office and 
then pass it on to his successor "as pure and 
unsullied as he received it.” 
 
In 1945, Most Eminent Companion Ernie Garside 
was Installed into the Chair of First Principal.  As he 
left for home after his Installation on his bicycle, 
the precious bottle of whiskey was in his overcoat 
pocket (at the time he was wearing his old Army 
Great Coat).  Ernie's bicycle however crashed into a 
ditch and the whiskey bottle fell to the road. 
 
Fearing the worst, the Companions of the Chapter 
ran to the scene and were relieved to find the 
precious bottle of whiskey intact as well as their 
new First Principal. 
 
A Companion, Most Eminent Companion Tom 
Cavanagh, a joiner by trade, decided that if the 
tradition was to survive and continue some form of 
protection must be afforded to the irreplaceable 
whiskey.  He set to work and constructed the barrel 
which now houses the precious bottle and its 
contents.  Most Eminent Companion Cavanagh 
himself Ex-Servicemen not only presented the 



barrel to the Chapter but a gavel made from stone 
taken from the legendary King Solomon's Mines. 
 
The barrel also contains the keys for the old 
Temple.  Nowadays, the original keys are now 
accompanied by the keys to the new Temple which 
the First Principal uses during his term of Office. 
 
With this presentation go the best wishes of all 
Royal Arch Companions to the newly installed First 
Principal for a happy and successful year of Office.  
 
Tonight, as always the "Dickens Scotch Whiskey" 
will be passed on you again “Pure and Unsullied” 
but alas, sadly somewhat evaporated.” 
 
    

The story of Chapter Clarence’s “Whiskey in the Barrel” as narrated by Rt Ex 
Comp Mussared 
 
 
 
 Contributions 

wanted 
 

Companions “Speculate” is your newsletter and 
contributions are most welcome. 
 
Photos, articles, advertisements, notice of meetings 
or special events. 
 
How about a photo of every newly advanced 
Brother or Exalted Companion, with a short profile 
so we can welcome them into our Order? 
 
Nowadays, everyone with a mobile phone can take 
a shot. Just remember NOT to do it in a Tyled 
meeting without permission, and DO make sure it is 
in focus! 
 

Send all material to: editor@usgc.org.au and 

will be gratefully received and faithfully applied 
 

Will a Secretary get to Heaven?? 
 
A Tribute to our unsung heroes      No one will 
admit to being the Author!  
 
If a Secretary writes a letter, it is too long  
If he sends a post card, it’s too short.  
If he doesn’t send a notice, he’s lazy.  
If he attends a committee meeting, he’s 
butting in.  
If he “duns” a member for dues, he’s insulting.  
If he fails to collect dues, he’s slipping  
If he asks for advice, he’s incompetent.  
If he does not, he’s bull-headed.  
If he writes reports complete, they’re too long.  
If he condenses them, they’re incomplete  
If he talks on a subject, he’s trying to run 
things.  
If he remains silent, he lost interest  
Ashes to ashes, dust to dust.  
If others won’t do it, the Secretary must!  
 
 

mailto:editor@usgc.org.au


FRIENDS OF THE EGYPTIAN ROOM RAFFLE 2016 

 
It’s that time again for the launch of the Friends of the Egyptian Room’s major fundraising project for 2016. 
The Committee’s policy is to run only one raffle each year with quality prizes and this year is no exception. 
 
The Committee is conscious and aware of the demands made on Masons to support charities and for this 
reason ticket prices remain at a modest $2 per ticket. 
 
Due to the very generous support and kind donations received, we are proud to advise the prizes in the 2016 
Raffle are: 
 
1st Prize Blue Topaz Pendant with Diamond Enhancer on a single strand of 
    fresh water Pearls with Valuation - $5,500.00 
 

 Generously donated by Ex Companion Tom Muir, of Chapter Hunter 
 and his wife Christine Muir, a Master Jeweller and proprietor of 
 Morpeth Antique Jewellery Gallery 

 
 
2nd Prize Games table made with recycled structural grade Oregon with 
 Red Mahogany Inlays (estimated value $500.00) 
 
 Generously donated by Rt Ex Companion Jack McNaughton, 
 of Chapter Kurri Kurri 
 
3rd Prize White Pearl Earrings 
 

Generously donated by Ex Companion Tom Muir, of Chapter Hunter 
            and his wife Christine Muir, a Master Jeweller and proprietor of 
    Morpeth Antique Jewellery Gallery 
 
 
4th Prize Black Pearl Earrings 
 
 Generously donated by Ex Companion Tom Muir, of Chapter Hunter 
 and his wife Christine Muir, a Master Jeweller and proprietor of 
 Morpeth Antique Jewellery Gallery 
 
 
The Raffle will be drawn at the Grand Re-Installation Banquet in Leura on Saturday 17 September 2016. 
 
The Committee wishes to thank every person who has either bought a raffle ticket, merchandise, or provided 
a donation which has been directly put back into the Egyptian Room for its enhancement and for the benefit 
of everyone who visits the Room to admire and enjoy. 
 
Enquiries for books of tickets can be made through the Secretary Gaille Bowe:  gm.bowe@bigpond.com 
 
 
 
 
 



From the Quarries 

About GZ’s E & D Taskforce: 
 
Companions and Brethren all:  
 
When we join Freemasonry, we are told that 
Masonic Education is one of the principal tenets of 
the various Orders that we may belong to. Many 
Grand bodies have some sort of educational 
programme to offer to their members, and there 
are many Masonic web sites operated by private 
members.  
 
As part of the United Supreme Grand Chapter’s 
commitment to Masonic Education, the First Grand 
Principal and Grand Master has formed an 
Education and Development Task Force, which is 
charged with providing Masonic education to our 
Royal Arch Companions.  This Task Force originally 
consisted of three experienced Masonic Speakers 
and Educators, but due to our increasing work 
load, a fourth member has now been appointed to 
the group.  
 
We do this by holding three “Back to the Quarries” 
seminars a year in various locations  within the 
USGC of NSW &ACT Jurisdiction and interested 
Craft Brethren are most welcome, and indeed 
encouraged, to attend. 
 
So far, the Team have presented these Seminars in 
Queanbeyan, New Lambton, Petersham, Orange 
and Port Macquarie. 
 
There has been great interest in these Seminars 
and invitations are regularly received by the E & D 
Team to conduct them in many parts of the 
Jurisdiction. 
 
We also publish via e-mail “Stones from the 
Quarries” these are short articles on various topics 
of one A4 page size for easy reading. Again, Craft 
Brethren of all ranks are welcome to subscribe. 
 
We send two out a month, with occasional 
“Trowels of Cement” shorter articles are to bind 
the lot together. 
 
We have approximately 300 subscribers on our 
mailing list, this list is steadily growing, and there 
are actually many more recipients as many Lodge 

Secretaries and Chapter Scribes send these articles 
along with their Notice Papers. 
 
We have subscribers in England, Scotland, the USA, 
Hawaii, Canada, Tasmania, Victoria and there is 
interest in our efforts from the other States of 
Australia and New Zealand. 
 
We also have members of the Royal Order of 
Scotland, AASR, and some of the other appendant 
Orders. 
 
If you wish to subscribe to our Newsletters simply 
email John Pretty at: 
stonekeeper@optusnet.com.au 
 
There is no charge, and you can call off from the 
“Stones from the Quarries” e-mail list at any time. 
 
The Team comprises: 
Rt Ex Comp Michael Freeman-Robinson DSA GH  
Rt Ex Comp W Richards OAM DSA PDGZ  
Rt Ex Comp John Pretty PGJ 
Rt Ex Comp Keith Blades PGJ 
 
 
Rt Ex Comp Michael Freeman-Robinson DSA GH  
 
Chairman  

 
“Some drink deeply at the Well of Knowledge 
While others only gargle” Anon. 
 
  

mailto:stonekeeper@optusnet.com.au


Feature Article 
 
   “ THE LINE AND THE SKIRRET ‘ 

 
The symbol of the line 
– the stretched line 
and the measuring line 
– occurs frequently in 
the books of the Old 
Testament. We read of 
“a man with a 
measuring line in his 
hand” (Zechariahii, I); 
that “the measuring 
line shall yet go forth 
over against it” 

(Jeremiah xxxi, 39 ); that “he marketh it out with a 
line” (Isaiah xliv, 13); and so forth. To the 
freemason the stretched line connotes the skirret, 
or skirrit, one of the working tools of the Third 
Degree; it emblematically represents the straight 
and undeviating line of conduct laid down for our 
guidance in the VSL, and further teaches us the 
criterion of moral rectitude, that we should avoid 
dissimulation in conversation and action, and seek 
the path that leads to immortality. 
 
The skirret, or some implement like it, must have 
been in use for thousands of years. Paintings at 
Thebes, Egypt, dating back circa 3000 BC., and 
shows masons holding a stretched cord by means 
of which a line is being drawn. A limestone “stela” 
(slab or tablet) set up in the capital Ur of the 
Chaldees more than 2000 years before Christ 
shows a measuring rod and line in use by a deity 
acting as architect. But, while this is so, we have no 
evidence of the actual existence of the implement 
itself earlier than the painting, The Backgammon 
Players, by the Flemish painter David Teniers the 
younger, who may be assumed to have produced 
his picture in the middle of the 17th century.  We 
find no reference in print to the word ”skirret” until 
after the United Grand Lodge, 1813, and then as a 
masonic word only, and not as a word in general 
literature. 
 
The skirret familiar (or should be) to every 
freemason is a spool, or cord-holder rotating freely 
on a centre-pin. The loose end of the cord is 
attached to a second pin – a short stake – which, in 
use, is driven into the ground at one end of the 
intended line. Next, the workman walks towards 
the other end of the proposed line, the rotating 

holder giving off the cord as he moves, and then he 
drives the centre-pin into the ground as required, 
taking care to stretch the cord tightly. In this way it 
produces a straight line for his guidance “in 
marking out the ground for the foundation of an 
intended structure.” 
 
Some rituals speak of the skirret as being an 
implement from which the line “is drawn, chalked 
and struck” – that is, the stretched and chalked line 
is ‘plucked’, so as to print a white line on the 
surface below it. We may well believe that the use 
of the chalk-line has been known for thousands of 
years. The ancient Greeks said that the chalk-line 
produced a line “more exact than rectitude itself”; 
symbolically it was the boundary line of human life.  
We know the implement well enough, but we 
know nothing of its name. General dictionaries 
appear to have drawn their information on the 
subject from masonic sources, and therefore do 
not help us. 
 
The word “skirret” was not known, it is believed, 
until circa 1815, and appears to have no literary 
history; we must conclude that if the word itself 
was not an invention, then it must have been 
derived from some fact or circumstance relating to 
the implement itself. 
 
There is a bare possibility that the familiar word 
‘skewer’ – the butcher’s  skewer – is allied with the 
word “skirret’. One old-fashioned meaning of 
‘skewer’ is that of a spindle fixed to a cloth-
spinner’s creel, and carrying a rotating bobbin from 
which the yarn was unwound; here we get both 
the sound of the word and the meaning closely 
allied to those of “skirret”. 
 
The Scots word “skirr”, meaning ‘scurry or rush’, 
conveys the exact mental impression caused by the 
sudden rotation of the cord-holder when the pull 
comes upon it. Then, in the 18th century slang, to 
“skirry” was to “run quickly” or to “skurry”. 
 
WE suspect that “skirret” was originally a colloquial 
word which owed its origin either to the “scurry” of 
the line-holder or to the “skirl” or shrill sound, 
which it makes when in action. 
 
Bill Richards, OAM, PJGW, LEO 261. August 2016. 
 
Note: The ancient Egyptians used human hair to 
create a line.....which was knotted at every cubit 
(18 inches) and this also would have been 



encircled on a rod for stowage or transport. Use of 
this item was to ensure there was no shrinkage or 
damage by atmospheric conditions. So exact was 
the measurements governed by this tool the 
buildings still stand today perfectly in situ. 
The rope line on the pavement floor of the lodge 
tells another story of the use of the “skirret” 
A “skirret” line could also be used, and was, as a 
“plumb-line” for vertical sightings.  
 
Reference: Freemasons Guide and Compendium,   
B.E. Jones, p443 to 446 
The Internet. A simple explanation on similar lines 
as quoted. 
 
 

Books you may be 

interested in 

 Freemasons Guide & Compendium By 

Knoop and Jones 

 Freemasons Guide to Royal Arch By 

Knoop and Jones 

 The Arch and the Rainbow By Rev. 

Neville  Cryer 

 All are valuable sources of Masonic 

Education 

Some Egyptian Room 

Vignettes 

Hathor She personified the principles of joy, 

feminine love, and motherhood. She was one of 

the most important and popular deities throughout 

the history of Ancient Egypt. Hathor was worshiped 

by royalty and common people alike in whose 

tombs she is depicted as "Mistress of the West" 

welcoming the dead into the next life. In other 

roles she was a goddess of music, dance, foreign 

lands and fertility who helped women in 

childbirth, as well as the patron goddess of miners. 

The cult of Hathor predates the historic period, and 

the roots of devotion to her are therefore difficult 

to trace, though it may be a development 

of predynastic cults which venerated fertility and 

nature in general, represented by cows. 

Hathor is commonly depicted as a cow goddess 

with horns in which is set a sun disk with Uraeus. 

Twin feathers are also sometimes shown in later 

periods as well as a menat necklace. Hathor may 

be the cow goddess who is depicted from an early 

date on the Narmer Palette and on a stone urn 

dating from the 1st dynasty that suggests a role as 

sky-goddess and a relationship to Horus who, as a 

sun god, is "housed" in her. 

The Ancient Egyptians viewed reality as multi-

layered in which deities who merge for various 

reasons, while retaining divergent attributes and 

myths, were not seen as contradictory but 

complementary. In a complicated relationship 

Hathor is at times the mother, daughter and wife 

of Ra and, like Isis, is at times described as the 

mother of Horus, and associated with Bast. 

The cult of Osiris promised eternal life to those 

deemed morally worthy. Originally the justified 

dead, male or female, became an Osiris but by 

early Roman times females became identified with 

Hathor and men with Osiris.The Ancient Greeks 

sometimes identified Hathor with the 

goddess Aphrodite 

 

The annual public presentation of the Heritage 

listed Egyptian Room Frieze will be held on the 

Second Friday of November, at Petersham. It will 

commence at 7.00pm. Admission is free, and a 

descriptive booklet is available at a small charge, 

which goes toward the upkeep of the Room.

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Menat
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ra
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bastet


 

Shop Online and Save 

 

This is just a small sample of the items available for sale at the USGC website shop. Our moderate prices 

make it the logical place to buy Royal Arch dress accessories.  

To see the full range, click here to go to the USGC online shop. 

 

http://usgcnsw.org.au/shop/

