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First Grand Principal and Grand Master’s Address 

to the Convocation held  

on 20 August 2016  

 
Companions, 
 
During the period since the last Convocation much has happened within our Order.  
It is my hope that each time I stand before you I can advise you of more activity and 
progress to carry our Order further forward. 
 

“Speculate” 

 
At the March 2015 Convocation I advised this Convocation of the first publication of 

our Newsletter “Speculate”.   

 
Initially, V Ex Comp Alan Gale was appointed as Editor.  Over the past 18 months 
this Newsletter which I consider vital to the flow of information within the Order has 
been marginally intermittent for a number of reasons.  V Ex Comp Gale has now 
tendered his resignation due to personal problems and I have accepted it.  I have 
approached V Ex Comp John Pretty, the Quarry Master from the Stones from the 
Quarries and he has accepted an appointment as the new Editor.  I have a great 
deal of confidence in John and I ask that you support him in this role. 
 
A major problem has arisen in respect to Speculate which you could address.  There 
is a need to derive articles and photographs from individuals and Chapters.  Despite 
efforts to encourage participation the Chapters have not been very forthcoming. 
 
This is somewhat strange as when I attend Chapters there is a constant demand for 
photographs which I can pass onto the Editor.  The difficulty with this however is that 

the “Out & About” section of the Newsletter contains more photos of me when it 

should be of the Chapters and the Companions activities. 
 
New USGC Royal Arch and Excellent Master Rituals. 

 
I am pleased with the success of both of these two new rituals. 
 
This week I was in our Office whilst the Grand Scribe was producing 50 copies of the 

new Excellent Master’s ritual.  The appeal of this new ritual wherein our Candidates 

are not excluded from the Chapter Room for the majority of the evening is proving a 
real success especially when coupled with the concessions and assistance granted 
to Chapters taking up this Ritual.  Already a number of Chapters have changed to 

the new USGC Excellent Master’s Ritual and judging by the orders in the Secretariat 

being received I expect still more to follow. 
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Another great success has been the method of introduction and favourable 
comments received for the new USGC Royal Arch Ritual.  Like the Excellent Masters 
we now actually have Chapters queuing and making enquiries as to when they can 
apply to adopt this new Ritual. 
 
The process I implemented of a progression around the jurisdiction demonstrating 
the same, listening to and adopting constructive suggestions so that this Ritual is not 

Grand Chapter’s ritual but one which truly belongs to the Companions has been a 

huge success. 
 
Companions, some members of this Order have been conducting a scare campaign 
against the new ritual.  This regrettable as their basis is nothing more than they are 
frightened of change so let me give you two simple assurances.  If at some time in 
the future, at a Convocation of this Order one of my successors elects to put the 
issue to the Companions then they, the Companions of the day, will make the 
decision by a democratic vote as to if there will be only one ritual. 
 
Another assurance you can take from today is that I do not see such a vote being 
taken during my term as First Grand Principal and Grand Master.  I see my duty as 
complete by ensuring all Chapters have a choice of three Rituals with a future option 
of having just one. 
 
Chapter Cyrus Meeting on 27th August 2016. 
 
I am pleased to confirm that our Grand Master, Most Worshipful Brother James 
Melville, the Assistant Grand Master, Rt Wor Bro Bill Driver and about 40 Candidates 
will be in attendance next Saturday, 27th August 2016 when the Grand Master and 
Assistant Grand Master undertake the four Cryptic Degrees. 
 
The first Degree will commence at 10am and there will be two Degrees prior to a 
lunch which is being provided by the Friends of the Egyptian Room after which the 
final two Degrees will be undertaken. 
 
I have asked the Grand Scribe on this occasion to ensure the vault is open during 
the lunchtime break so Companions may have the opportunity to see it.  Nowadays 
we rarely open the hidden vault yet it remains an item of great interest both within 
and without the Order. 
 
The day will conclude with a dinner attended by the Grand Master and Assistant 
Grand Master.  Most Worshipful Brother Melville has indicated that he wishes to 
spend the whole day with the Companions and has expressed a wish and in his 

words “is looking forward to socialising with them at dinner in the evening.” 

 
 
 
Mark Man Ceremony. 
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At my Grand Installation in 2014 I predicted the Mark Man Ceremony would be our 
greatest asset in respect to attracting Craft Masons to Pure Ancient Masonry.  
Janelle would probably say that is the first time. 
 
In January 2016 I attended Chapter Aurora Australis when 24 Craft Masons 
undertook the ceremony.  Again in July 2016 I attended a District Meeting at 
Campbelltown when a further 22 Craft Masons gained their Mark.  On the latter 
occasion I invited the Grand Master to attend and the evening was treated as a 
union of Pure Ancient Masonry. 
 
In October I have accepted an invitation of the Grand Master to attend a Craft Lodge 
as the Mark Grand Master and once again all the Degrees of Pure Ancient Masonry 
will be brought together.  
 
I have now given directions for the formation of a Mark Man Ceremonial Team to 
assist Chapters and Craft Lodges with this ceremony and I would encourage your 
involvement 
 
Scotland 2017 
 
During my discussions with Most Eminent Companion Ian Fraser, First Grand 
Principal of Scotland in Kuala Lumpur last year I was most pleased to receive a 
personal invitation to attend the Bi-Centenary celebrations of the Supreme Grand 
Chapter of Scotland over the weekend of 9th September 2017.  A subsequent email 
confirming this invitation has now also been received by us. 
 
A number of Companions have expressed an interest in attending the various 
functions with Janelle and myself and I have commissioned a Travel Agent to 
investigate this further. 
 
Initial planning would see us leave Sydney on 3rd September with several days being 
spent in Dubai before arriving in Scotland for the celebration events.  A private tour 
of Scotland and England would follow concluding with a flight home on 27th 
September 2017.  
 
Any Companion interested should make contact with Ramean in the Secretariat who 
will keep you advised of the plans relating to this trip. 
 
Grand Installation 
 
The Grand Re-Installation has again attracted interstate attention. 
I know that Victoria and Queensland are both requesting more Registration Forms 
and New Zealand will be well represented. 
 
I earnestly hope that NSW & ACT Companions respond to the request to support 
this special event. 

 

Conclusion 
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Companions thank you for your Attendance today.  Some Companions often say to 
me that they disagree with decisions of this Convocation.  My answer is always the 

same “did you go along and voice your opinion.”  Always the answer is the same 

“no.”  You have shown the necessary interest to attend and be involved in the 

governance of this Order and I thank you for your efforts. 
 
 
Robert E Peattie 
First Grand Principal and Grand Master 


