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Companion, 

I am pleased to report that since our last meeting a number of positive events have taken place 

which will once again advance and promote Mark and Royal Arch Masonry within this jurisdiction. 

On the weekend of 29 to 31 April 2016 I journeyed to Albury/Wodonga with a compliment of 26 

Grand Officers and number of ladies to meet with the United Grand Lodge of Mark Master Masons 

of Victoria for a series of meetings and social events. The work undertaken by NSW and ACT 

utilizing Chapter Cyrus was the Mark Man Ceremony whilst Victoria Mark carried out an 

installation in the Royal Arc Mariner and Mark Degrees. This weekend allowed a friendly 

exchange of ideas and views to take place and for us to witness two versions of an Installation 

carried out in a uniquely Victorian way. It is hoped that the success of this weekend will be built 

upon by a further meeting next year with the Supreme Grand Chapter of Victoria, possibly in 

Euchua. 

Prior to this weekend and subsequently I have had discussions with Most Excellent Companion 

Keenahan, the current Preceptor of Chapter Cyrus.  It is my understanding that Chapter Cyrus 

wishes to concentrate on the Cryptic Degrees.  Taking this into consideration, I have now as part 

of an overall strategy to utilise our best strike weapon in respect to membership determined that 

we should form our own independent Mark Man Team.   This Team will be comprised of a healthy 

mix of Companions and Grand Officers to give it a balance. Further it is proposed that this Team 

will also have its own distinguishing jewel which I will ask you to approve later in this meeting.  

I have a vision for this team which extends past this Order to include Craft Masons and I will be 

seeking the Grand Master’s approval for Craft Masons to be included as members of the Team 

and for the Team to be able to attend Craft Lodges to assist in carrying out the Mark Man 

Ceremony when and if needed. 

Regrettably, despite having declared the incident with the Great Priory to be at an end at the 

Convocation held on 19th March 2016 the matter appears to continue to fester.  Since the 

Convocation there have been four rumours circulating ranging from I made a mistake when I set 



the date of the Convocation and created the incident to avoid embarrassment, that the whole 

thing is a conspiracy between the Royal Arch and the Scottish Priory to try and bring an end to 

Great Priory, apparently next year I will be challenged by Right Excellent Companion Anderson 

due to discontent and the one I really like, that I dictate to the Grand Master when he will carry 

out Consecrations of Lodges and I set the date for Lodge Oorana to co-incide with the Great 

Priory Grand Installation.  It seems some members of the Great Priory want to blame me for an 

issue which was totally avoidable by them but which they elected to proceed with.  On another 

positive note I have received congratulatory messages from interstate constitutions concerning 

our handling of the matter and in particular the letter I caused to be sent to our membership.  I 

conclude this portion of my Address by re-stating that in my opinion the matter is at an end despite 

the best efforts of some members of Great Priory to continue hostilities. 

Recently I caused to be delivered to the Grand Master a list of matters relating to the Concordat 

that I wished to open for discussion and negotiation between the Craft and ourselves.  We have 

discussed most of these issues at previous meetings.  I have appointed Right Excellent 

Companion’s Johnson and Anderson, President and Vice President of Supreme Committee 

respectively to negotiate on our behalf.  In response the Craft appointed Right Worshipful Brother 

Kevin McGlinn and to my great surprise, our Grand Registrar, Right Excellent Companion Andrew 

Brown.   

My first indication of the appointment of Right Excellent Companion Brown came during some 

discussions with the Grand Master and then with Right Worshipful Brother McGlinn.  On both 

occasions I raised an obvious objection on the basis of a conflict of interest.  I was therefore 

surprised to receive advice from the Grand Secretary to the effect that the Craft had appointed 

Right Excellent Companion Brown. 

Following this official advice, I exchanged views with Right Excellent Companion Brown on his 

appointment.  Right Excellent Companion Brown advised me he saw no conflict of interest and 

that he believed he could confidently Carry out his duties as Grand Registrar and continue in that 

role as well as negotiate on the half of the Craft.   

Unfortunately, Right Excellent Companion Brown took the view but this was unacceptable. 

Accordingly, Right Excellent Companion Brown tendered his resignation which I must say I 

accepted with sincere and genuine regret.  Right Excellent Companion Brown has served this 

Grand Chapter well over the years and I for my part am sorry to see that service brought to a 

conclusion by his own hand an action. 



Today I will announce my Team for next year.  I have given much thought to the composition of 

the Team with particular goals in mind.  I have continued with my commitment to promotion by 

merit.  As always I ask you to give both the Administrative and Ceremonial Teams your full support. 

Next year it is hoped that the Grand Re-Installation might be held in the Newcastle area once 

again given the success of the previous Re-Installation held in the Hunter.  With this in mind I 

asked Right Excellent Companion Brian Johnson to investigate venues.  I am pleased to advise 

that Right Excellent Companion Johnson has located an excellent venue for the event and in 

mentioning it on the week-end interest was immediately heightened.  Next year it is hoped we will 

be attending the Celebrations for the 200th Anniversary of the founding of the Grand Chapter of 

Scotland so careful co-ordination of diaries is essential.  To achieve this, I propose to hold the 

Grand Re-Installation on Saturday 26th August 2017 with the possibility of holding a Grand 

Convocation possibly in the morning.  The venue I would like you to approve is Crowne Plaza 

Pokolbin.  It is proposed we hold the Grand Re-Installation in the Vineyards. 

Companions, before the next Convocation I hope that we will all see a continued positive growth 

in attitude and morale in the Order with a corresponding growth in membership. 

 

Yours fraternally, 

Rob Peattie 

First Grand Principal and Grand Master                     

 


