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Grand Scribes Bulletin No 17                  26th April 2016 

 

Release of new USGC Excellent Masters Ritual.  At the last meeting of Supreme Committee, a report and 

recommendation of the Ritual and Protocol Committee was received and adopted to the effect that the new 

USGC Excellent Master’s Ritual be released. 

 

The new USGC Excellent Masters Ritual has been designed to accompany and compliment the current USGC 

Mark Degree Ritual.  In authoring the new USGC Excellent Master’s Ritual the Committee took into 

consideration both the convenience of the Candidate as well as the Chapter whilst maintaining the dignity 

and integrity of the Degree. 

 

The most striking characteristic of the new USGC Excellent Master’s Ritual is that it allows and provides for a 

Chapter working the USGC Mark Ritual to open in the Mark Degree and for the Candidate to participate in 

the normal conduct of the business of the Mark Lodge and then for the Lodge to adjourn for the purpose of 

setting up for the Excellent Master’s Degree.  The Candidate is then re-admitted and the Degree undertaken.  

As the Chapter has opened in the Mark Degree the Candidate can then remain for the closing of a Mark 

Lodge. 

 

Some other advantages of the new USGC Excellent Master’s Ritual include: - 

 

  1/ Opening and closing are shorter, 

2/ The Obligation is in a new and shorter form; 

3/  Scripture Readings have been revised by Right Excellent Companion Peter Bertram, DSA; PGH; 

Grand Chaplain Emeritus; to reflect Bible readings given in churches today. 

 

Finally and significantly, another major advantage is the removal of the need for a Candidate to be excluded 

for the opening and closing on the night of his USGC Excellent Master’s Degree is being worked as set out 

earlier herein. 

 

The new USGC Excellent Master’s Ritual will be supplied in the form of a separate booklet so that a copy of 

the ritual may be given to the Candidate on the night as are other rituals regularly given.  In the future it is 

envisaged that copies of the new USGC Excellent Masters Ritual will be supplied with all purchases of the 

USGC Mark Degree Ritual to those Chapters who adopt its use. 

 

The First Grand Principal and Grand Master hopes the cost of supplying the USGC Mark and USGC Excellent 

Master’s Ritual in the form of two booklets might be able to be absorbed within the current costing of the 

present USGC Mark Degree Ritual Booklet without increase in the same.  This will be subject to monitoring 

by the Grand Treasurer and the First Grand Principal and Grand Master will be guided by his advice. 
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To assist Chapters working the USGC Mark Degree to consider if they will change to the new USGC Excellent 

Master’s Degree the First Grand Principal and Grand Master has determined that if the Scribe of the Chapter 

requests a copy of the new ritual, a copy will be supplied free of charge to the Chapter in order to allow the 

Chapter to consider the same. 

 

It is stressed the new USGC Excellent Master’s Degree is not suitable for working in conjunction with the 

other forms of the Mark Degree ritual.   For this purpose, a “one off” copy of the new USGC Excellent Master’s 

Degree ritual is not being offered to all Chapters. 

 

If a Chapter however is seriously considering changing to the USGC Mark and the USGC Excellent Master’s 

Degree Rituals then on application to the Grand Scribe Ezra, consideration will be given to supplying a copy 

of both the USGC Mark Ritual and the USGC Excellent Master’s Ritual to assist the Chapter, for the cost of 

the postage only. 

 

In addition, the First Grand Principal and Grand Master, Most Excellent Companion Peattie, has determined 

that for the remainder of 2016 should any Chapter wish to adopt the USGC Mark and USGC Excellent Master 

Rituals, either as a package or independently, and such adoption requires a change of the Chapter’s By-Laws 

then in respect to that specific change they shall receive an exemption from the usual fee attached to an 

alteration of By-Laws.  If other changes to By-Laws are included then of course the Chapter will incur the 

normal fee. 

 

Yours fraternally 

 
Tony Wise PGJ 

Grand Scribe Ezra. 


