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Companions, 

Since my last address to Supreme Committee the Ceremonial Team and I have 
travelled many kilometers across the Jurisdiction meeting with many Companions and 
hearing their high and lows concerning Mark and Royal Arch Masonry. 

I was most pleased to enjoy the company of Most Illustrious Knight Terry Ryan as our 
guest at the Amalgamation of Chapter Clarence.  Apart from the mutual support for 
our respective Orders the engagement was of another Head of Order at such an 
important meeting enlightening and beneficial.  Much was gained. 

Similarly, my engagement with the Order of the Secret Monitor has been most 
enlightening and beneficial.  A new level of understanding and friendship has been 
built between our Orders which is being publicly acknowledged by both Heads of the 
Orders. When recently an issue arose concerning a member of the Ceremonial Team 
I am pleased to say the Most Worthy Supreme Ruler and I were able to resolve the 
same with a phone call without any impact on the friendship which exists between us. 

I am pleased pleased to advise that as a result of the work of Right Excellent 
Companion Anderson PDGZ contracts have now been signed for the Fairmont Resort 
at Leura to host the 2016 Grand Re-Installation.  Today it is hoped the “Date Claimer” 
will be dispatched. 

Yesterday, Mrs Irina Grinfeld tendered her resignation as an Office Assistant after 
working in the Office for the past twelve months.  I have accepted her resignation and 
next week the President, Grand Scribe and myself will undertake interviews with 
potential replacements.  In the intervening time Ross Partridge will be engaged to work 
in the Office one day per week pending the final re-organisation of the Office. 

I have recently reviewed the Dress Code for the Order after discussions with senior 
members of the Order.  The principle change was a reversion back to Grand Officers 
wearing lounge suits to Daylight Chapters.  Other small changes were also made to 
the wording of the Dress Code in harmony with those discussions with Senior 
Members of the Order. 

Since my Installation I have long advocated that the Mark Man Ceremony was the flag 
ship or vanguard leading to membership growth.  In recent times this has proven 
correct.  In November 2015, Chapter Cyrus held a successful Ceremony with 15 Craft 
Masons becoming Mark Men in the presence of the Grand Master and myself.  
Recently this month, as a result of the initiative of the Grand Scribe Aurora Australis 
conducted the Mark Man Ceremony with twenty-four Candidates. 



In considering these two events and others and after consultation with the Grand 
scribe I have attended I come to the conclusion that the Order requires a method 
whereby these Candidates are followed up with guidance and mentoring into a 
Chapter if needed.  In addition, some form of regularity and structure is required in the 
management of this Ceremony. 

With this in mind I have appointed Ex Comp Phillip Davis to the Office of Mark Man 
Grand Co-Ordinator.  To give the Office some status I have also appointed him as an 
Assistant Grand Sojourner which carries the temporary rank of Very Excellent. 

I had, in conjunction with the First Grand Principal of Queensland arranged a joint 
meeting between our Orders at Coffs Harbour with Chapter Cyrus initially agreeing to 
carry out the ceremony.  I have since been advised by the Preceptor that Chapter 
Cyrus does not have the Companions willing to travel or the interest to assist in 
demonstrating a Mark Man Ceremony despite volunteering to do so last November.  I 
have similarly suggested to Chapter Cyrus they undertake the Cryptic Degrees in what 
would be a major event for the Order and have been told that it would take a minimum 
of at least six months to organize and more likely eight months.  The reason given was 
the need to try and organize sufficient Companions and train the same. 

This has lead me to write to Chapter Cyrus asking questions relating to its Licence.  
To date this letter remains unanswered.  I have heard frequently Chapter Cyrus being 
referred to as “The Grand Chapters Officers Social Club.”  I have defended this 
position.   Although a member of Chapter Cyrus myself I am now lead to the inevitable 
question of whether or not I should withdraw Chapter Cyrus’s Licence due to its failure 
to adhere to its original goal and purpose. 

In 2017 I have been invited to attend the celebrations of the Grand Chapter of 
Scotland.  I am considering organising a tour for those interested.  So far I have 
contacted a company skilled in group bookings.  They have put together a draft 
itinerary which would see us visit places such as London, Stone Henge, Bath, Stratford 
on Avon, York, Roslyn Chapel, Edinburgh, Dundee Orkney Isles, Isle of Skye and 
Loch Lomond as well as other places.  I stress this is just a draft and requires 
refinement.  If sufficient interest continues then I see us departing in early September 
2017 with the Grand Re-Installation being held on the last week-end of August 2017. 

Companions, I am continually told by Companions how there is a real “buzz” in the 
Order.  If there is it is because of the work of Companions such as yourself.  An exciting 
year ahead looms in front of us. 

Yours fraternally, 

Rob Peattie 

First Grand Principal and Grand Master                     

 
Honour the Past but look to Our Future 

 

 


