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Companions, 

Since my last address to this Committee much has occurred. 

It would be remiss if I did not at the very start refer to the very successful Re-Installation held at Batemans 
Bay in October.  Full credit should be given to Right Excellent Companion Bryan Davis AGS-C and all of his 
Committee for their efforts. 

One Companion who booked at the last moment because he thought it was to far away stayed the entire 
weekend and went home to write a six page supplement to a North Shore Masonic Newsletter praising the 
planning and spirit of the weekend.  This self confessed absentee from our Grand Installations has told me 
he would be at the next one in a heart beat and praised the path this Order was taking. 

Before I leave this subject I would also thank Right Excellent Companion Anderson PDGZ and the Grand 
Scribe for their efforts and contributions to the Grand Installation at the Grand Secretariats end of the 
organising function for this event. 

I have also attended both Grand Installations in the Secret Monitors and the Constantine.  I was particularly 
pleased to be seated on the immediate left of the new Most Worthy Supreme Ruler who placed the Grand 
Master on his right.  This deliberate gesture of having the Grand Master on his right and myself on his left 
demonstrated to all the bond of friendship between our Orders that has grown.  At functions now this Order 
is received as not only a leader but also a friend of other Orders. 

I would also record my continued support for the Education and Development Task Forces efforts.  Recently 
this Task Force has come under some criticism by one or two Companions and I have assured them they 
have my full support.  This criticism lead to the members of the Task Force offering me their resignation 
which I naturally declined.  It is easy to be a critic with no skill being required but it is also not making a 
contribution as these Companions are to our Order.   

I have pointed out to this GZ’s Task Force that they are exactly that and therefore answer to me and me 
alone and not to any individual Companion.  If any Companion disagrees with this they know where my 
Office is and I would welcome the opportunity to defend the efforts of these committed Companions. 

I would congratulate the Task Force on being recognised by the Craft with The Freemason on its own volition 
presenting an article on this dedicated band of Companions. I cannot recall a time when the Freemason 
recognised the efforts of a Task Force from an Associated Order and therefore this Task Force can rightly 
claim to have achieved another first for this Order. 

The new Strategic Plan has now been handed over to me by the Chairman of the Task Force, Right Excellent 
Companion Brian Johnson.  I would thank Brian and his Committee for achieving this task for me within the 
tight timeline I set.  It now remains for this to be finalised, approved and rolled out across the jurisdiction. I 
am pleased to advise it contains many of the recommendations of the Membership Task Force which has 
similarly worked hard over the last 12 months. 

The Report of the Membership Task Force I intend to discuss with a number of Companions in the coming 
weeks who I will call together with the intention of devising a plan for the implementation of the 
recommendations. 



For the past year I have not been satisfied with the level of information material we have to hand out to 
interested Masons concerning the Order.  With this in mind in conjunction with the President, the now Vice 
President and the Grand Scribe we have now produced a new brochure on Mark and Royal Arch Masonry.  
To ensure it achieves its effect I engaged a graphic artist to do the layout for us.  It was used for the first time 
at an information night at Lodge Harmony of Australia with very positive feedback.  

I have been invited to address another Lodge at the Sydney Masonic Centre and this establishes that there 
is a keen interest within that Centre for Mark and Royal Arch Masonry.  It justifies the decision to work 
towards establishing a second Chapter to meet at the SMC. 

Over the first part of 2016 a busy ceremonial schedule has been set.  I have agreed to consecrate a new 
Chapter at Grafton in January.  On 4th, 5th and 6th of March 2016 a joint meeting with the Grand Chapter of 
Queensland will take place. On 30th April 2016 this Order will hold joint meetings with the Grand Lodge of 
Mark Master Masons of Victoria at Wodonga on the border. 

On 19th March 2016 the regular Grand Convocation will be held.  It is regrettable that the Great Priory has 
determined to constitute or form a new Priory at Inverell on the same day knowing full well and with the 
advance knowledge that this is when we hold our regular Convocation.  I have raised this matter with both 
the Grand Master and his Deputy of that Order.  I understand the Grand Master has decided to ignore my 
protest as The Grand Masters Council confirmed the date last week.  A number of Administrative and 
Ceremonial Officers hold Office in both Orders and will now need to determine their priorities. For my part 
I will have no hesitation in ….. 
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A Past Second Principal of this Order was once imprudent enough to say to me I should “not test the loyalty 
of my Officers between Great Priory and this Order as Grand Chapter will lose.” It seems this confrontation 
initiated by Great Priory is intended to put that statement into effect and equally I am prepared to meet it. 

Companions I thank you for your attention and I look forward to meeting with you around the Chapters. 

 

Yours fraternally, 

 

 

Rob Peattie 
First Grand Principal and Grand Master                     

 

Honour the Past but look to Our Future 
 


