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Companions, 

Let me start by thanking you for giving your time today to be here to deliberate on issues important to the 
future of this Order. 
 
Since I last addressed this Committee in July many interesting events have occurred. 
 
In August the Deputy and I attended the Grand Re-Installation of the Grand Mark in Queensland.  At this 
meeting the co-operation between this Order and our Queensland Mark Brothers was acknowledged with 
the presentation of a Setting Maul for the assistance offered to them in respect to re-writing their 
Constitution.  As a result of our visit the Grand Master and a number of his Brethren will be travelling to 
Batemans Bay. 
 
On 8th August 2015 I was extremely proud to lead the largest Delegation into the Grand Installation of our 
new Grand Master.  Most Wor Bro Melville is of course a member of this Order and I am pleased to say an 
active member.  I see a continuance of our good relationship with the Craft in the foreseeable future. 
 
Indeed, the strong relationship with the Craft can be seen almost immediately when the new Grand Master 
invited me to attend Lodge Milton as the First Grand Principal and Grand Master with Most Worshipful 
Brother Ray Green to celebrate a member of this Order receiving his 70 Year jewel and certificate. 
 
The day following the Grand Installation the Deputy and myself accompanied by Janelle and Bev left for 
Malaysia to take up the invitation of Most Eminent Companion Ian Fraser to be his guests at the Installation 
of a new District Superintendent and the Re-Consecration of Chapter Tullarbardine who turned 100 years. 
 
Before the rumour mill starts let me be clear the cost of this trip for the Deputy and myself was completely 
at our own expense. 
 
The time spent in Kuala Lumpur was indeed enlightening.  Most Em Comp Fraser was aware of the situation 
with the Great Priory of NSW & ACT and some fruitful discussions took place which will be of assistance in 
the future. 
 
Most Em Comp Fraser also extended to me a personal invitation accompanied by some personal 
encouragement to attend the Bi-Centenary Celebrations for Royal Arch Masonry in Scotland in 2017.  Later 
in his Address to the Banquet Most Em Comp Fraser extended this invitation of all members of the 
jurisdiction.  If at all possible this jurisdiction should take up this opportunity whether it be myself or another 
GZ. 
 

           



In respect to the Scottish Royal Arch District of the Middle East the new Superintendent Earnest Yong 
indicated that as a result of our visit and the fraternal relations that ensued I would be his intention to avail 
himself of any invitation sent from this jurisdiction and would welcome the opportunity to come to NSW & 
ACT for events. 
 
Recently, I had the honour to attend F J Radcliff M & RA Chapter where the Senior Warden, Junior Warden, 
Senior Deacon and Inner Guard of one Lodge Were Advanced on the one night.  This occasion was made 
even more special by the fact that I presented for the first time our Mark jewels.  Let me just say the look of 
appreciation and pride in being Advanced combined with receiving those jewels was a look I hope to see 
repeated right across this jurisdiction. 
 
I would also urge you to read when you get the opportunity the new Exaltation letter which accompanies the 
Certificate as you may be called upon to present these jewels and it will provide some useful information 
upon which you can speak. 
 
I have now received a most comprehensive document from the Membership Special Task Force.  This 
document of over 30 pages plus Annexures is a most comprehensive document and based on statistics 
forecasts the future for not only us but the Craft.  It also based on statistics and proven actions provides a 
number of important suggestions and strategies.  I have read the document twice now and each time I gain 
a better insight.  In this coming year I will be using this as a guide to implement a number of policies.  The 
new Area Grand Superintendents will be fully briefed after I have discussed the document at length with key 
members of this administration.  
 
To those Area Grand Superintendents who are attending Supreme Committee for the last time.  You should not 
walk out of this room today without knowing that this Order is better off as a result of your contributions both in 
time and skill.  Each of you have faced many challenges and at times I am sure you  have asked yourself why I 
am I doing this.  The answer is because you are dedicated Royal Arch Masons.  On behalf of our Order I thank 
you for your contribution and dedication. 

 
Yours fraternally, 
Rob Peattie 

First Grand Principal and Grand Master                     

 
Honour the Past but look to Our Future 

 

 


