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Companions, 
 
I rise to deliver my second Address to you as First Grand Principal and Grand 
Master. 
 
During the period since the last Convocation much has happened within our Order.  
It is my hope that each time I stand before you I can advise you of more activity 
and and progress to carry our Order further forward. 
 

“Speculate” 

 
At the March Convocation I advised this Convocation that our new Newsletter 

“Speculate” was about to be published.  I am pleased to advise that V Ex Comp 

Alan Gale working with others has delivered as requested and I thank him for not 
only his efforts but the very quality of the publication. 
 
Within just a few days of publication this Grand Chapter received favourable 
comments from not only within our Sister jurisdictions but also from overseas 
jurisdictions some of whom asked if they could reproduce articles in their own 
publications.  This is a resounding success for this Order. 
 

V ExComp Gale’s has made an appeal for this Newsletter to be one of the 

Chapters and Companions and has sought your import.  This is commendable. 
 
It is however disappointing when I read one or two emails that suggest some 
Companions have not heard of the Newsletter or were unaware of its pending 
publication.  To me this suggests that either those Companions are not listening 
or are not interested in the Order. 
 
I again ask you to take up the opportunity to send articles so that the success of 
your meetings might be shared with others not only within this jurisdiction but 
throughout the Masonic world. 
 
 
Jewels  
 



I am pleased to be able to stand before you today and say we have now produced 
two full sized USGC jewels and our own Mark token. 
 
Companions, we now have our own Mark token.  This token is quite substantial 
and can be used to pay a Craftsman his wages on the night of his Advancement.  
It can also be quite readily converted into a jewel on the same evening so he may 
wear it with pride.   
 
This same jewel can also by the substitution of an hour glass pin we can supply 
be used at Mark Man ceremonies within this jurisdiction. 
 
The second jewel is the Pure Ancient Masonry jewel. 
 
Accompanying the release of this jewel, Supreme Committee has approved an 
increase in the Joining Fee of $25 to automatically cover the cost of issue of this 
jewel (Pure Ancient Masonry jewel) to every Mason joining the Order after 1st 
September 2015. 
 
In future when a newly exalted Companion receives his jewel he will automatically 
receive this full size jewel together with an explanatory letter of its significance and 
meaning. 
 
It has been asked if this move effects the traditional Mark and Royal Arch jewels.  
The answer is no.  Chapters who are automatically issuing those jewels now may 
continue to do so if they so desire.  It will be the case that the Companion will still 
receive the new jewel.  
 
Travel 
 
It is not my intention to use this valuable time to relate a travelogue of where I have 
been in the past six months.  I hope my commitment to visiting as much as possible 
is self evident. 
 
There are two special events worthy of mention. 
 
In July I attended Lodge Wyvern with the then Grand Master Elect to witness a 
Mark Man ceremony.  Most Worshipful Brother Melville on that evening and since 
has stated his commitment to the concept of Pure Ancient Masonry and a 
willingness to work in co-operation with our Order. 
 
Lastly, the Deputy and I have just returned from Malaysia where we attended the 
Re-Consecration of Chapter Tullabardine by the First Grand Principal of Scotland 
followed by the investiture of a new District Superintendent for the Middle East. 



I would pause at this stage to beat the rumour mongers to the social media pages.  
Both the Deputy and myself personally funded this trip and the only cost to the 
Order was our absence from administrative duties for a week. 
 
The time spent in discussions with my Scottish counterpart were fruitful and have 
lead to a new level of appreciation and understanding for both jurisdictions. 
 
Similarly, since my return I have been receiving emails from Companions in South 
East Asia thanking us for taking the time to travel to Kuala Lumpur and spend time 
with them fostering our fraternal bonds.  The downside to this is the number of 
requests I have received to return to South East Asia for events and functions. 
 
Scotland 2017 
 
During my discussions with Most Eminent Companion Ian Fraser in Kuala Lumpur 
I was most pleased to receive a personal invitation to attend the Bi-Centenary 
celebrations of the Grand Chapter of Scotland over the weekend of 9th September 
2017. 
 
During his address to the Companions Most Eminent Companion Fraser extended 
the invitation to all members of this jurisdiction. 
 
Accordingly, unless someone else is elected in my stead, in 2017 I hope to travel 
to Scotland to be part of these festivities and to take as many Companions and 
their partners as would like to accompany me. 
 
To achieve this, I intend to start negotiations with travel consultants to arrange as 
favourable a deal as can be obtained.   
 
My initial idea would be to travel to London and attend the Grand Lodge of England 
and either a Chapter of Mark meeting in that city before travelling to Edinburgh for 
the celebrations.  After this I believe a few days in the Highlands before 
investigating the possibility of travelling to Ireland to visit the Grand Chapter of 
Ireland. 
 
It is only early days but keep in touch with Grand Chapter if you are interested. 
 
 
Special Convocation next year in Cryptic Degree 
 
I am always trying to come up with ideas and concepts to advance the interest of 
our Companions and keep their attention.  We need to make sure our Order 

remains interesting for as my good friend states “when pleasure becomes pain you 

stop doing it.” 



With this in mind I have determined that next year I will exercise my powers under 
Regulation 2.3 and hold a Special Convocation on a day and time to be advised. 
 
We are of course a Royal and Select Council yet we do not appear to publicise the 
fact as we should.  Very few within our jurisdiction will recall or have witnessed the 
opening of such a Council as a Grand body yet each year I receive an invitation to 
travel to Victoria and South Australia to attend Cryptic Grand Installations. 
 
I intend to address this anomaly.  Next year I intend to open a Special Convocation 
of this Grand Body as a Council of Royal and Select Masters. 
 
I hope this will attract the interest and enthusiasm of our members to do something 
different and to showcase one of our Grand bodies never seen in this capacity. 
 
Already I have been visited buy the naysayers whose most repetitive question so 

far has been “but why – we do not need it?”  

 

My answer is “perhaps not but we should see if there is that interest.” 

 
Perhaps in the future we will repeat the exercise in the Ark Mariner? 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                        
USGC Charge Substitution 
 
Later today you will be asked to consider a change whereby this Grand Chapter 
will allow a USGC Charge to substituted for an equivalent Charge in either the 
NSW or Scottish rituals. 
 
I would like to say a few words on this proposed change.   
 
This change is designed to help Chapters not hinder.  If the Chapter can still furnish 
all the Companions to do the Degree in tact, then they may certainly do so.  If on 
the other hand they are struggling and somebody else knows the USGC 
equivalent, then why not assist the Chapter by allowing a substitution of the 
equivalent USGC Charge. 
 
We are in an era where this Grand Chapter needs to support its Chapters more 
and more and this small change will assist in this key area. 
 
Friends of the Egyptian Room Contributions 
 
I would like to take an opportunity to say a few words about the Friends of the 
Egyptian Room Committee. 
 



This group work tirelessly for the Order.  They are well supported by the 
Companions wearing lapel badges and buying raffle tickets. 
 
The doors of this Chapter Room, the sarcophagus in the foyer, the raising of the 
lights in this room are all examples of their donations. 
 
Later today they will make another donation to this Order.  When they do so I would 
appreciate us giving them an enthusiastic show of appreciation 
 
Grand Installation 
 
The Grand Installation has attracted interstate attention. 
I know that Victoria and Queensland are both requesting more Registration Forms. 
 
I earnestly hope that NSW & ACT Companions respond to the request for support.  
It is as far for a Companion at Batemans Bay to travel to Sydney for an Installation 
as it is for a Sydney Companion to travel there. 
 
Companions we need to support our country Companions and this presents an 
excellent opportunity for us to do so. 
 

RETURN OF HISTORIC HEIRLOOM OF THE ORDER 

 

The Mark Banner 
 
Today marks a special event in the history of this Grand Body. 
 
We have all heard the story of the struggle unite this Order in its present form.  The 
early history is marked by dissatisfaction and strong feelings. 
 
Just two years after is formation feelings were running so high that there was an 
attempt to re-form the Grand Lodge of Mark Master Masons in Newcastle where 
as you know I come from. 
 
A group actually formed and consecrated on 18th August 1982 a new Grand Mark 
body which Dr Frank Radcliff promptly prohibited our members from visiting or 
joining. 
 

Newcastle being ever respectful formed a Mark Lodge called “Newcastle Mark 

Lodge No. 1” which our members were banned from attending by Edict No. 5 

issued on 27th August 1982. 
 



Whilst all this took place something happened within this Grand Chapter.  The 
Grand Sword, Keystone and Standard suddenly disappeared. 
 
I know Most Worshipful Keenahan devoted considerable effort to trying to retrieve 
these items without success. 
 
V Ex Comp Jeff Stone you may retire 
 
After my Installation I also made some enquiries and eventually was contacted by 
a third party with a message that the keystone and Sword were gone but the 
banner might be returned to a Newcastle Mark Grand Master. 
 
After issuing suitable assurances as a Novocastrian I was told that I would be 
contacted further. 
 
That has now transpired and Brethren I am pleased to advise the original Mark 
Banner has now been returned to us. 
 
Grand Inner Guard please open the doors and Companions please rise whilst our 
Mark banner returns to our keeping. 
 
In conclusion Brethren, I sincerely hope you will join me in Batemans Bay for the 
Grand Re-Installation. 
 
 
Robert E Peattie 
First Grand Principal and Grand Master 
 

 


