
 

 
 
 

First Grand Principal and Grand Master’s Address 
Convocation of United Supreme Grand Chapter 

At the Petersham Masonic Centre 
on 21st March 2015 

 
Welcome 

Welcome Companions to this my first Convocation as First Grand Principal and Grand Master. 
 

My initial address to you will be an extended one today as I outline to the jurisdiction what has 

changed within the Order in the six months since my Installation.  I also need to address some 

misconceptions being expounded by some Companions who appear to have their own agenda. 
 

Accordingly I ask for your patience today.  At the end I hope you will be able to say you are in a 

position of being truly informed of where we are at and where we are going and will share this 

knowledge with those Companions not with us today.   

 

At the Grand Installation I appointed three Committees.  This is a suitable place to start this Address. 

 

Education & Development Committee 

I must record my gratitude to this Committee and that of the Order for the manner in which it has 

enthusiastically embraced all of the requests I have made.  Indeed this Committee comprising of the 

Chairman, Very excellent Companion Michael Freeman-Robinson, Rt Ex Comp Bill Richards, V Ex 

Comp Ross Partridge and Comp Chris Ross have worked both tirelessly and diligently for the Order 

since inception. 
 

Unfortunately other commitments resulted in Comp Chris Ross being required to withdraw from 

the Committee recently and on his departure I would like to record our appreciation for his 

contribution.  At the request of the Chairman I have now appointed Rt Ex Comp John Pretty to 

replace him.  I am confident Rt Ex Comp Pretty will be an excellent replacement. 

 

Explanatory Booklet:  First drafts of this booklet are now ready and the program will soon become 

operational.  It is intended that when every Companion joins he will be provided with this booklet 

explaining the various aspects of the Order. In the future a new Companion will be better informed 

and have at hand a personal reference book and material to keep in his Lodge bag which explains 



not only the Order, its Degrees, terms used but what he can expect from us which will help settle 

comfortably into the fraternity. 

 

Back to the Quarries:  I am personally delighted with this project.  Companions we are back in the 

business of providing education and Masonic knowledge on the Order not only to our Companions 

but also to Craft Masons who are interested enough to come along to these seminars. 

 

The first seminar in Queanbeyan was a great success and I look forward to the next one to be held 

in my hometown of Newcastle on 25th July 2015.  If you have the opportunity you should take it to 

attend and support these seminars and make daily progress in knowledge both of the Craft and our 

Order. I truly am indebted to the Committee members for their dedication. 

 

Education Papers on the Web Page:  I am advised that with the assistance of Rt Ex Comp Peter Harris 

in a matter of just a few weeks there will be updated Educational Papers available on the Webpage 

for use by Chapters looking for work in their meetings.  In addition these papers will be available to 

all Companions and the Craft to advance knowledge and understanding of our Order.  This is an 

ongoing project and and I am indebted to the Committee and to its co-opted auxiliary Rt Ex Comp 

Peter Harris who has undertaken the painstaking job of editing these papers. 

 

Membership Committee 

I am aware that the Companions who comprise this group are constantly and consistently working 

hard in the background looking at ways in which we can improve the delivery of meeting the 

expectations of our membership and ways in which we might improve our performance within 

Chapters.   

 

I have met twice with this Committee and each time they have rightly challenged my conservative 

and routine concepts on the methodology of the Order.  This is as it should be, as we should never 

become complacent with our members and their journey in our Order. 

 

Communications & IT Committee 

This Committee has not as yet met.  On a review of the functioning of this Committee and after 

speaking to the Chairman I have decided to re-constitute the membership of this Committee. 

 

Newsletter 

As you are aware the Newsletter was a key component I had built into the Webpage when it was 

initially designed.  This Newsletter I believe is or should be a vital link between the administration 



of Grand Chapter and the membership.  It should also be a source of enjoyment and general news 

concerning the Order. 

 

The first and the last Newsletter to be produced was over a year ago when to honour our 

commitment I released it with the help of contributions from a few Companions.  Eventually other 

tasks leading up to the Grand Installation took my time and I took my eye off the ball. 

 

I am the first to concede we have failed on this important issue however as GZ I am determined not 

to repeat the mistake. 

 

I have now appointed V Ex Comp Alan Gale as Editor of the Newsletter.  Alan assures me he will 

have the first of the new Newsletters produced and available within weeks of this Convocation.  Alan 

has nominated a name for the Newsletter in keeping with Masonry and I approve of his suggestion. 

 

This Newsletter will be available to all who register to receive it. Today outside you will see some 

sheets to allow you to record your email so that you can also receive it and I would encourage you 

do so. 

 

To ensure a flow of information, photos and articles to V Ex Comp Gale he can now will be contacted 

on an email address of editor@usgcnsw.org.au 

 

Ritual & Protocol Committee 

This Committee has moved forward in key areas I have asked it to address and I am grateful to this 

experienced group of Ceremonial Officers led by the Second Grand Principal. 

 

Dress Code:  A number of minor changes have been made in this area, most notably white gloves 

will no longer be worn with any Eaton Jacket, black or white unless specified by the First Grand 

Principal and Grand Master. 

 

Alterations to the USGC Mark Ritual:  The previous Committee chaired by Rt Ex Comp John Davison 

made great advancements towards correcting some issues with this ritual.  The new Committee 

have built on that work of their predecessors and Supreme Committee has now approved a revised 

edition of this ritual.  I would take the opportunity to thank both the former and the new Ritual 

Committees for all their hard work in this area. 
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New USGC Royal Arch Ritual: I am proud to report on the progress this Committee has made on a 

USGC Royal Arch ritual.  It is still someway off but the light is starting to burn brighter on this 

important subject. 

 

New Mark Man Ceremony.  It is appropriate at this juncture to mention that I have authorised a 

new Mark Man Ceremony for use in Chapters.  This version is more streamlined with some of the 

complex phrasing and words being edited.  The reason for this is that despite this ceremony being 

in existence since 2005 is not being supported, as it should be due to its complexity.  Indeed our 

Order suffers from chronic complexity when it comes to ritual and during my term I will seek to 

provide an antidote for this. 

 

With less complexity and an easier ceremony I would like to see this ceremony flourish in our 

Chapters.  We should remember that every Chapter in this jurisdiction automatically holds a licence 

to work this ceremony.  This ceremony is not restricted to just the Craft. 

 

Companions, I have a view as to how this ceremony should be used in our Chapters.  It should be 

one of our most valuable means of recruiting Craft Masons. 

 

I would like to see and I will encourage our Chapters to work in unison within their Districts to carry 

out this ceremony.  One Chapter could host the night and others in the District could sponsor 

candidates and concentrate on hosting them on the night.  Chapters’ working in unison is a vision I 

have for this Order. 

 

I have commissioned V Ex Comp Alan Gale to draft a set of precedent letters for Chapters to use and 

I have appointed V Ex Comp George Jamieson as the co-ordinator of this project. 

 

The advantage is that those who agree to attend a Chapter for this ceremony will already have some 

interest or be curious about the Order and this ceremony should seal their membership in most 

cases.  In Victoria where a similar scheme operates they gain 7 out of 10 Masons who attend Mark 

Lodge operated Mark Man Ceremonies. 

 

Future of Ritual 

Before leaving the subject of ritual I discern a distinctive pattern is emerging.  As I travel this 

jurisdiction I hear more and more Companions petitioning me about the concept of one degree one 

ritual. 

 



Those against this say the Articles of Union protect the concept of multiple rituals but this is not the 

case.  The Articles simply state that there be multiple rituals until decided otherwise by this Grand 

Chapter. 

 

I appreciate this to be a sensitive issue and our Order is not in a position at this stage with its own 

rituals in both the Mark and the Royal Arch to do anything about this situation but that day is fast 

approaching when this will not be the case and as the day draws closer I intend to seek a fair and 

democratic way of determining what the majority would like in conjunction with what is best for 

the future of the Order. 

 

Grand Scribe Bulletins 

At my Installation I identified a need to increase our level of communication at all levels.  With this 

in mind the Grand Scribe has now commenced publishing on the Web site GSE Bulletins advising all 

Companions of changes within the administration of the Order and valuable items of news. 

 

I would invite all of you present to ensure that the Scribes of your Chapter are aware of this service 

and regularly check the Members Section of the Webpage under the heading of Grand Scribe’s 

Bulletins.   This facility has existed since the webpage was constructed but was never used.  This has 

changed under our new Grand Scribe who brought it to my attention. 

 

The frequency of these Bulletins will vary but Companions they will be consistently and regularly 

produced by our Grand Scribe to assist you.   

 

Office Administration 

At the Grand Installation the former Grand Scribe, Rt Ex Comp Syramanuel retired.  In the interim V 

Ex Comp Tony Wise stepped up to the Office and performed an outstanding job.  

 

Applications were called for and a number were received in response to an advertisement placed in 

the Freemason for a new Grand Scribe.  An independent committee Chaired by the President of 

Supreme Committee carried out a number of interviews and ultimately recommended the 

appointment of V Ex Comp Tony Wise.  Today I am pleased to confirm to this Convocation that 

appointment. 

 

 

 

 



 

It is now six months since V Ex Comp Wise took charge of our Office and the change is remarkable. 

 

Within the first week a very real and visible transformation came over the Office.  As Companions 

from this jurisdiction and elsewhere came to the Office I repeatedly heard exclamations of approval 

as to the changes that occurred even in those early weeks before his formal appointment. 

 

Since then the organisation of the Office has improved even further and I am confident this will 

continue under Tony’s management. 

 

As an indication of our new Grand Scribes commitment I would by example point out that as long 

as I am in that Office he has elected to stay and assist me and has declined my invitations to go 

home at 5pm.  On many occasions he has remained in the Office working with me on matters often 

putting in with me 12 and 13 hour days in the Office.  Our new Grand Scribe Ezra is a dedicated 

Companion who does not look at his watch when it comes to giving his time to this Order and I am 

thoroughly convinced not only will he be a great asset to this Order but one of the pillars who 

contributes to our future. 

 

Upon taking Office after the Installation and in conjunction with the new Grand Scribe we undertook 

a review of the Office Administration with a view as to how it might be improved and the service to 

the membership enhanced.  It was determined that a reorganisation of the Secretariat was both 

needed and warranted. 

 

I am now pleased to announce the following changes to the Secretariat. 

 

GSN Appointment:  I confirm the appointment of Excellent Companion George Jamieson as Grand 

Scribe Nehemiah.  George will be a great asset within the Secretariat and I am confident that he will 

serve this Order with great distinction as he did in the Craft and his own Chapter. 

 

I would thank those Companions who nominated for the position.  The choice was difficult as each 

nominee held many fine attributes and skills which would have benefited this Order however in the 

final analysis Ex Comp Jamieson ultimately was considered to have had the most all round 

experience for the position.  

 



Employment of Mrs Irina Grinfeld:  I have engaged Mrs Irina Grinfeld as an Office Assistant.  Irina 

has an accounting background and in addition to general Office work will assist in the accounts of 

the Order. 

 

Irina’s duties are varied but by way of example she has taken responsibility for emailing Chapter 

Scribes with details of Representatives who have been appointed as well as emailing the 

Representative in regard to their availability to improve this area of communication. 

 

As a result of these two appointments I can indicate that the Office will now be open four days per 

week.  The additional day being each Monday between 9.30am and 2.30pm. 

 

I have been approached by some Companions who have expressed concerns at the cost of these 

changes.  Let me assure you that there is no increased cost.  Far from costing the Order, these 

changes have in fact resulted in significant savings to this Order literally in the thousands of dollars 

per annum. 

 

I repeat these changes will not only result in a better service to our members but in fact make major 

and significant financial savings in the running costs of the Order, a fact supported by the Grand 

Treasurer and his Deputy.  I would ask you to deliver that message to those who would suggest 

otherwise. 

 

Budgets 

Whilst covering the issue of the finances of the Order I can advise that in January I called a Finance 

Summit with a view of establishing ways to reduce expenditure.  A number of valuable ideas arose 

from that meeting which will be introduced over a period of time. 

 

Immediately however I have directed that those responsible for the expenditure of the Order’s 

funds should be subject to budgeting.  Accordingly a number of Divisional budgets are being 

prepared which in turn will be combined into a single budget for the Order.  The Grand Treasurer 

and myself will review each Divisional Budget before it is adopted and incorporated into the Order’s 

budget.   

 

I intend to set the example in this respect by being the first to prepare such a budget for those 

matters for which I have financial responsibility for.  I will not ask others to do something unless I 

am prepared to place my Office under the same scrutiny. 

 



On a monthly basis the Grand Treasurer will deliver reports on budget performance to those 

responsible so that they may ensure they stay with the confines of their respective budgets and 

hopefully the whole Order stays ultimately within its income stream. 

 

I will not tolerate if at all possible a situation where our Order spends more than we earn.  

 

Webpage 

Soon after my Installation I undertook a review of the USGC Webpage.  As a result a number of 

changes have been and are being implemented.  One such change I have already mentioned – the 

GSE Bulletins but others are about to follow. 

 

Shop:  Over the past few years this Order has acquired quite a deal of merchandise consisting of 

items such as Royal Arch cufflinks, jigger buttons, lapel pins, ties, jackets etc.  Few if any of our 

members know of the existence of these items and these members are usually restricted to the city. 

 

By way of example one country Companion was complaining to me of the cost of Royal Arch cufflinks 

and jigger buttons from a Victorian regalia maker.  On pursuing the discussion I discovered he had 

placed an order with this regalia maker for these items and they were going to cost him $110 plus 

postage.  The same two items could have been purchased from USGC for $35 in total plus postage 

a difference of $75 or in other words a $75 saving to the Companion concerned. 

 

This example has prompted me to direct the establishment of an Internet “shop” on our webpage 

to assist our members.  I am pleased to announce that the Friends of the Egyptian Room Committee 

have asked that they be allowed to display their merchandise in the Online Shop and I am only too 

pleased to agree as all proceeds ultimately flow to this Order. 

 

The new USGC Online Shop is under construction and will be operational shortly but it is visible on 

the webpage now. 

 

Patterns of Regalia 

Patterns of Regalia have long been an issue.  Over the years a number of Companions have worked 

on this project.  I am indebted to Rt Ex Comp Andrew Brown, Most Ex Comp Ted Keenahan and Rt 

Ex Comp John Anderson for their individual contributions.  I am also indebted to the Grand Scribe 

for his contribution in regard to formatting the same on the revised webpage. 

 



Each time I come to this building I ask the question “where are we up to?”  This is in fact nothing 

more than an echo of what I am hearing from our membership.  I am pleased to be able to say the 

descriptions of the regalia and some images are now loaded onto the webpage.  I am grateful to V 

Ex Comp Tony Wise for his efforts in doing this tedious and laborious job, which I might add he 

carried out in his own time. 

 

Companions, the Patterns of regalia are now on the webpage in the Members Section and available 

to you. 

 

Re-enactments 

At the commencement of this address I referred to the fact that I wished to address some negative 

comments made by mischievous Companions. 

 

We have been offering Chapters the opportunity of celebrating significant anniversaries by way of 

functions such as Re-Consecration ceremonies.  The purpose of these functions are twofold. 

 

Firstly they are designed to celebrate in a unique manner a Chapter’s history and secondly, as they 

are an Open event to provide an opportunity to invite Craft Masons and members of the family to 

a Companions Chapter meeting.  Therefore this should represent a marvellous opportunity to 

Chapters. 

 

To date all those Chapters who took up the opportunity have reported very favourable feedback 

and comments.  As late as January a most enjoyable night was spent at Chapter Ryde with many 

Companions and Craft Masons present with positive comments for the Chapter flowing freely on 

the night. 

 

It is disappointing therefore to see how some Companions have elected to smear the efforts of 

these Chapters and the Ceremonial Team with ridiculous reasons why their Chapter should not 

engage in these functions. 

The most common excuse used by Companions trying to persuade their Chapters from exercising 

the opportunity to showcase their Chapter to all is that it will cost too much and the Chapter cannot 

afford it.  When asked to explain, the reason usually given is the lie that the Chapter will need to 

pay for the meals of the whole Ceremonial Team, their wives and partners and in some instances 

put them all up in a motel for the night. 

 



Companions let me state here and now this has never happened to my knowledge in the Grand 

Chapter Ceremonial Team and as far I am concerned never will.   I know of no occasion that the 

Ceremonial Team has not offered to pay for their meal and have always paid for their own 

accommodation.  On some occasions Chapters have shown their appreciation by electing 

themselves not to charge the Ceremonial Team but this has never been expected or asked for by 

the Team. 

 

To suggest otherwise without at least asking to verify the truth of the statement is mischievous and 

wrong and an insult to our Ceremonial Team.   I will not tolerate it.  I give fair warning that should I 

find an instance of this being promulgated by a Companion in light of my statement today then the 

Companion responsible will face disciplinary action for deliberately misleading his fellow 

Companions and attacking the integrity of my Ceremonial Team. 

 

Companions, these ceremonies are a real opportunity to showcase our Order in an open event to 

Craft Masons.  V Ex Comp Gale is about to deliver to me precedent letters for use by Chapters on 

how to promote the event and I would urge you all to use them. 

 

These events can result in new members.  Chapters who fail to take advantage of the opportunity 

are in essence denied the right to any future claim that Grand Chapter is doing nothing about 

promoting membership especially if they decline the opportunity on a false premise. 

 

I would close this unfortunate part of my address by reaffirming my admiration for our Ceremonial 

Team, for the manner in which they give not only their time but do so to their own financial 

disadvantage to assist Chapters in this jurisdiction. 

 

Strategic Plan 

I have taken the opportunity of considering the current Strategic Plan for the Order.  On a review of 

the document and after a discussion with the President of Supreme Committee I have determined 

a new plan for our future is required.  Accordingly I have appointed Rt Ex Comp Brian Johnson, V Ex 

Comp Clive Irving and Ex Comp Phillip Davies to a GZ’s Special Task Force to produce a new Strategic 

Plan. 

 



I have requested that this not be an extended process and that the plan be ready for launch at the 

Grand Re-Installation. 

 

Grand Re-Installation 

Having been re-elected it now falls upon me to determine the place and date of the Grand Re-

Installation.  In the past we have been to the north twice as well as to the west in Canberra. 

 

We are an Order that prides itself on equality.  It is therefore glaring that having held Grand 

Installations in the north and the west we only have two possibilities.  I have just returned from the 

Grand Installation of New Zealand and it is not quite ripe for annexation just yet so east is not an 

option just yet but we do have many faithful and hardworking Chapters and Companions on the 

South Coast and it is that area I have looked. 

 

I have determined therefore to hold the Grand Installation at Batemans Bay on 17th October 2015. 

 

I realise that the Knight Templars have just held their Malta meeting at that location and I have 

listened to the complaints and warnings of a number of Companions arising from that event.  I do 

not know if these comments are fair or not.  To me they are irrelevant.  I can assure you that our 

event will be significantly different in both location and dining venue.  Rt Ex Comp Bryan Davis has 

been appointed to Chair the organising Committee and I have absolute confidence in him and his 

team.  I have always found Bryan to be very thorough and professional in his approach to all that he 

undertakes.  In asking him to undertake this task I do so with full confidence and everything I have 

seen since his appointment has only underscored that confidence. 

 

Sailability 

Last year I was approached by a group of Companions who were seeking assistance to sponsor a 

Sailability boat.  After meeting with them I came to the conclusion this would be a wonderful project 

for the whole Order to adopt.  In December 2014 I launched an Appeal to raise the necessary funds 

to sponsor a red Sailability Boat to be called the “Royal Arch” for 5 years. 

 

This boat will have emblazoned on its sails the Pure Ancient Masonry symbol many of us wear with 

pride and under it USGC NSW & ACT. 

 



To date 26 of our 60 Chapters have taken up the project and made donations.  We have received a 

private sponsorship donation from the Grand Registrar Rt Ex Comp Andrew Brown and a donation 

from the Order of the Eastern Star.  We are still short of our target for the entire 5 years but certainly 

have sponsorship for the majority of the period. 

 

May I ask that you go back to your Chapters and ask the question “have we donated to the Sailability 

appeal?”  If the answer is no then ask why not. 

 

Each Chapter was asked for just $20 per year or a one off donation of $100. Surely to see the name 

Royal Arch and the Square & Compass with the superimposed triple Tau and keystone helping 

disabled people to have an enjoyable time just sailing on a lake removing their barriers and 

competing across this nation and overseas is worth just $20 per year or $100 for 5 years. 

 

Next Convocation 

Companions I am constantly looking for what is best for this Order.  With this in mind I am concerned 

that not enough Companions are taking advantage of the opportunity to attend these Convocations. 

 

I realise all over Freemasonry numbers are declining but there is no reason why we must follow suit.  

We can dare to be different. 

 

With this in mind I am considering changing our Convocations from Saturday afternoon so that the 

weekend is freed up. 

 

At this stage unless I can be persuaded otherwise by good argument I propose to hold the next 

Convocation, to be held in the Mark Degree on a Friday evening.  I also propose to have a light 

supper after the Convocation so that we can all meet and socialise before heading home. 

 

I stress this is not a permanent arrangement but one which I propose we test out.  I am told 

numerically we get no more to Saturday than we use to get to Friday nights so lets see if things have 

changed. 

 

As always I remain open to any reasonable argument on this issue. 

Conclusion 



In closing I acknowledge the length of this address and thank you for your patience.  It is not, I repeat 

not my intention to have every address go this long but I wish you to go away today with a 

knowledge of what is happening in the Order and what is about to happen. 

 

I want the Companions to be aware that our Order intends to swim upstream against the flow.  We 

intend not to follow the general trend of Freemasonry but to actually grow and prosper.   

 

I will not accept statements such as  “that is how it is in Freemasonry” or “that is way it is going” 

and especially “there nothing we can do about it” because we can do something about it. 

 

I have told the members of Supreme Committee, the Ceremonial Team and the Area Grand 

Superintendents this simple message.  I now take this opportunity to deliver the same to you. 

“ As Grand Officers we are all workmen in the quarries of  the Chapters first and 

foremost working to produce a foundation for this Order that will last into the 

future.  We are Ceremonial Officers last and least of all.  Anyone not prepared to 

roll up their sleeves and labour in the quarry with me for the good and prosperity 

of this Order will need to give me a good reason why not or look to the door.” 

 

 

Most Excellent Companion Robert Edward Peattie 

First Grand Principal and Grand Master 

  


